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Non-Fiction often been newspapermen. The best Civil War writ- 
Catton, Bruce The Coming Fury ing the 30’s and 40’s was done Douglas Southwell 
Doubleday. Oct. 20,1961. 565p. $7.50. Freeman, and the best the 50’s and 60’s being 


(Book-of-the-Month Club done Bruce Catton. Many may initially provoked 
The best writers the American Civil War have “What, another book the Civil War?” But 
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this first volume three four volume history 
the irrepressible conflict surely not “just another book 
the Civil War.” Doubleday has obtained the ser- 
vices researcher Long after the journals, 
diaries, newspapers, records, and primary well 
secondary sources. Rafael Palacios has been retained 
the maps and graphs and the impeccably-styled Mr. 
Catton has been commissioned the actual writing. 
the rest the series proves readable, novel, 
fact-filled this first volume, this will become the 
indispensable history the War Between the States. 


The volume begins with the Democratic Convention 
1860 which met Charleston with the shadow 
John Brown and secession hanging over it. Catton 
carefully describes all the compromises, the deals, the 
pressures, the strange-bedfellows politics and the 
final chaos that ended the Convention. Difficult 
is, Catton makes the politics the period clear and 
engrossing. sorts little-known material emerges, 
as, for example, the repeated votes cast Ben Butler 
for the nomination Jefferson Davis the Conven- 
tion. The hectic maneuverings within the Democratic 
party, the dying gestures the old Whigs, and the 
crusading naivete the Republicans are all depicted 
crystal clear detail. The Wigwam, scene the 
Chicago Republican Convention, becomes beehive 
activity, intrigue, promises, and compromise, under Mr. 
Catton’s pen. 
This present volume takes the history the period 
from summer 1860 the Battle Bull Run year 
later. The turmoil the last pre-war Congress, the 
courageous patriotism the dying Stephen Douglas, 
the strange tactics Seward all disappear into the 
shadows the terrible forces working toward disunion 
prevail. Secession was never simple, one shot act. 
was compound long and bitter debate, soul- 
searching, and agonizing trust one’s own creed and 
tradition, Catton brings this out beautifully his 
insights into the characters Rhett, Yancey, Alex- 
ander Stephens, and the other Southern leaders. 
Some Catton’s insights into history are eminently 
sound. and thought-provoking. His summation the 
disunion problem the summer 1860 brief and 
pregnant: the people had lost their ability desire 
compromise. all the valuable material freshly pre- 
sented Catton, the most significant and interesting 
this reviewer was the account the election cam- 
paign 1860. For the first time the actions Lincoln, 
Douglas, Beckingridge, and Bell all become meaningful 
and logical. Even that strange enigma, Seward, em- 
erges believable figure. 

His previous works have shown Catton his best 
describing the actual combats. This frequently the 
downfall the Civil War historians, that finds 
himself confused the fog war McClellan 
Bragg. But Catton, Freeman before him, saves his 
bravura writing and analysis for the scenes carnage. 
The emotions, marchings, confusion, fear. and patri- 
otism the foot soldiers who fought, bled, and died 
the first major engagement the war are omnisciently 
outlined Catton’s description the First Battle 
Bull 

Throughout the first volume, the figure Abraham 
Lincoln looms larger and larger, and his part the 
future volumes will become more and more significant 


controls and inspires and dominates more manent 
action. 
This volume ends appropriate place. After 
first great battle, was clear anyone that this 
full scale war, demanding years toil and 
rifice and thousands killed. The picnic aspects 
the struggle were gone with the wind. This was The 
total war and the graphs included this volume likewise 
the populations, territories, resources, and adve 
bring home the impact all-out-war Most 
ectly. 
Needless say this book recommended 
without reservation. Mr. Catton writes easily and 
estingly enough for the amateur and penetratingly 
freshly enough for the expert and the within 
volumes the series will eagerly awaited. clo 
centennial produces such works this, may womer 
worth while after all. Stephen Laut, she sel 
Wheeling College was fri 
Maxwell, Nicole Witch Doctor’s 
graphical Society London and founder the Ecua 
dorian Institute Geography and Ethnology. 1950, 
she did precensal studies jungle Indians for the first 
census Ecuador. this expedition she became 
aware the vast reserve vegetable medicines, usd 
Indians the Amazon jungle, medicines Tolar 
mous potential value, but still unknown science. Rando 
became idée fixe for her revisit these primitive For 
jungle tribes make their plant medicines available the 
civilization. Despite the fact that she planned 
travel completely alone, and that, having completed There 
only eighteen months Medical school, she had inade- 
quate scientific background for such botanical expedi- just 
tion, Mrs. Maxwell was able persuade the executives the 
pharmaceutical company New York give her 
$1,000 finance excursion into the Peruvian jungle. 
Quinine and other anti-malarial drugs, curare, used Ame 
surgery, and rauwolfia which has revolutionized the 
treatment some forms mental disease and 
tension, have all come from the Amazon jungle. The 
pharmaceutical company was especially interested with 
specimens the plant which, taken mouth, 
stop massive internal hemorrages, and used externally 
can stop bleeding cuts and bruises. Nicole Maxwell 
found this plant, called the Spanish Sangre 
grado, and Yamamuco, leaf which the Indians chew 
make their teeth permanently immune from caries; 
Aysifera, red-stemmed weed with green leaves which 
prevents obesity; Incira, astonishing resin which when won 
placed ulcerated tooth, immediately deadens sen- the 
sation it, and within few hours, has cleanly and 
painlessly extracted the tooth. She brought back 
sample plant with unpronounceable Ocaina the 
name which causes burns heal almost miraculously 
and without scars. Mrs. Maxwell made her greatest 
discovery, however, almost journey’s end the Rio 
Mascusari, small, almost unnavigable tributary the part 
Amazon. Here she finally overcame the mistrust 
witch doctor and was able beg and barter for two 
amazing plants about which she had heard repeated 
rumors. One was kind sedge root which, 


woman swallowed one teaspoonful, would act 
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manent contraceptive. The other was equally potent 
root which inevitably produced fertility, and could 
counteract the effect the contraceptive plant. How 
these plants work their magic, what their chemical com- 
pound is, what dangerous benign side effects they may 
produce, Mrs. Maxwell left the research scientists 
New York whom she turned over her specimens. 
The ethics the eventual use misuse these drugs 
likewise does not concern her. Hers was the pure joy 
adventure and exploration. 

Most women would recoil the hardships Nicole Max- 
well endured during her ten months the Amazon 
forests wading her waist snake infested 
swamps, being devoured mosquitos, sleeping 
hammock jungle clearing nudged tiger, 
within sight the red eye crocodile, living all 
too close togetherness with primitive tribe men and 
women mighty alcoholic binge. Through all 
she seldom lost her cheerful good temper, almost never 
was frightened tired, and unfailingly saw the In- 
dians human beings dignity and worth. She delights 
the unspoiled beauty the jungle, makes friends 
wherever she goes and pursued her often frustrating 
quest with courage and zest. All all Nicole Maxwell 
extraordinary woman, and her book makes de- 


lightful adventure reading. 
Detroit Public Library, 
Detroit, Michigan 


But Not Shame 
Oct. 27, 1961. 402p. $6.50. 


For the first six months after Pearl Harbor the war 
the Pacific was, for the Allies, just defeat, retreat and 
surrender, over and over again, disaster after disaster. 


There seemed stopping the Japanese. Then, 


result the battle the Coral Sea May 7th, 
just five months the day after Pearl Harbor, “For 
the first time the war Japanese invasion had been 
turned aside.” Even so, the battle was tactical vic- 
tory for the Japanese, although strategic one for the 
Americans. was not until month later, the 
battle Midway, that the Japanese suffered their first 
real defeat. 

But Not Shame story those months, replete 
with personal narratives many the participants. 
is, primarily, masterful collection individual 
recollections used basis for the description much 
the action from Pearl Harbor Midway. The de- 
tails are vivid, the memories those who had part 
the events those terrible months, would be. Cer- 
tainly they need embellishment. Yet there are just 
enough exaggerations make the informed reader 
wonder exactly how carefully the author had checked 
the personal accounts reported against the actual 
events. has presented moving story, with many 
incidents probably never hitherto presented and with 
the real facts about many others which had been either 
reported wrongly interpreted. Writing 
some the most controversial events modern 
history, has avoided controversy and has, large 
part, limited himself objective reporting. 

The author has done great deal research and has 
talked many the participants, giving his sources, 
chapter chapter, but, except for inclusion “the 
volumes the Congressional investigation” 
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one the sources the first chapter, there 
mention reference such official and semi-official 
publications Morison’s History United States 
Naval Operations World War their Army and 
Air Force equivalents, Roskill’s (for the British) 
War Sea, the report the Roberts Commission 
many other authoritative and equally pertinent 
sources. 

Without any way attempting sidestep the re- 
sponsibility that the author correctly ascribes every 
one us, individuals, for the woeful lack pre- 
paredness when war came, difficult accept, and 
there little the book justify, the conclusion that 
“The essential blame for the disasters should not have 
been laid Kimmel, Short, MacArthur, Wavell and 
Helfrich, even less the political leaders, Roosevelt 
and Churchill.” 


easy criticize. The first few months the war 
were fought under tremendous handicaps; vital deci- 
sions often had made with little no, even 
false misleading, information. Yet many wrong de- 
cisions were made. Perhaps they were more than 
errors.of judgment. But leaders, whether business, 
politics the military, accept, even demand, 
credit for their successes; they must equally subject 
blame for their failures. this country, least, 
that especially applicable the political leaders 
they, not the military, select the top military com- 
manders. 

interesting book, easy read and well worth 


the reading. 
Moses, 


Markmann, Charles and Mark Sherwin 

John Sense Purpose 
St. Martin’s. Sept. 346p. $4.95. 
Putnam. Oct. 3,1961. 313p. $4.50. (Ila) 


Both these books are interesting and provocative evalu- 
ations the problems and alternatives solution 
available the Kennedy Administration since taking 
office early this year. The Markmann-Sherwin volume 
more properly chronicle events dealing with the 
first six months the Kennedy ini- 
tial chapters set purposeful background that the 
reader may fully grasp the importance the new ad- 
ministration. carefully equating Kennedy with the 
vision and dynamism R., opposed the 
enthusiastic complacency Eisenhower, one able 
understand the sense purpose with which took 
office. The aura greatness was translated into legis- 
lative reality with the introduction energetic 
domestic and international program before Congress. 
For the most part Congress seemed receptive Admin- 
istration requests dealing with the Peace Corps, Com- 
munism, Foreign Aid, Disarmament and the Domestic 
Economy. Then came Laos, Cuba, Berlin and the 
Vienna Meeting with Nikita Krushchev. While par- 
tisan advantage was generally restrained, there were 
some misgivings about the Administration’s handling 
foreign affairs. Indecision Cuba. presidential in- 
ability persuade Great Britain and France the 
need for stronger policy Laos, the futility 
Vienna did much damage the Kennedy foreign pro- 
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gram. Congress did continue foreign aid, but not 
Presidential terms. Domestically, the President had 
greater success. With the exception aid-to-educa- 
tion, medical care for the aged, and civil rights legisla- 
tion, the major portion Administration proposals be- 
came law. Despite errors and blunders, the Kennedy 
Administration, with its positive achievements made 
major installment its committment the better- 
ment mankind. 

problems confronting the Kennedy Administration. 
examines post World War American foreign policy 
relates Europe, Asia. Africa and Latin America. 
Basically our foreign policy has been directed the 
containment world Communism through the means 
international alliances. Europe, containment de- 
pends upon effective North Atlantic Treaty Organi- 
zation. Its success. however, conditioned upon 
proper balancing the interests Great Britain, 
France, Germany and Italy. Yet British struggle for 
survival, French international hauteur, 
war revitalization, and Italian political division make 
the realization strong Atlantic Community difficult 
attainment. The problem becomes more complex 
when one views other world areas. Neutralism and 
passivism Asia, the virtual non-existence any 
positive policy toward Africa, coupled with unfor- 
tunate affiliation with unpopular leaders Latin Amer- 
ica makes the organization strong democratic alli- 
ance extremely difficult. Fortunately the problem 
not without solution. can accomplished with 
long range foreign policy, free expediency, and dy- 
namic executive leadership. 

These are excellent companion books the Kennedy 
Administration. While sympathetic the Adminis- 
tration they are critical but fair. Memo 
more probing than K.:—A Sense Purpose. This 
could detract from its selling potential. that 
may, both books should read all concerned Amer- 


icans. Timothy Scully, M.A. 


Considine, Bob Ripley, The Modern Marco Polo 
Doubleday. Oct. 20, 1961. 214p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Work, women and travel comprised the credo 
Robert Ripley, whose meteoric rise fame through 
his cartoon feature “Believe Not” occupies the 
talent far-famed newswriter Bob Considine this 
book about the times and life the creator “Believe 
Not.” fact that Ripley, living the first 
half the Twentieth Century, could judged mod- 
ern; but anyone who has relished the poetic concept 
Marco Polo Donn Byrne’s estimable book will resent 
the loose use this terminology. The coincidence 
based the multi-travel aspects, and ends right there. 
Here reportorial account the rags-to-riches Amer- 
ican dream. told factual manner one 
America’s leading columnists and commentators, who 
has had better-told subjects and tales his credit. 
This account falls definitely the department curi- 
osa, not the inspirational. considers, seeming en- 
tirety, all three aspects career founded the as- 
sembling the bizarre. known, was sensa- 
tionally popular one. particular details seem 


have been omitted because flamboyance and pack 


ous case-paradox behaviourism has been left gays 
tioned. pho 
The story begins Santa Rosa, California; builds his 
overpowering acclaim and returns defeat 
sadness. the author notes, the subject-hero what 

return there death, without finding out what 
had been seeking, realizing fully where many 
been.” LeRoy Ripley was born the turn the 


tury, and his early childhood was one work 
hardship, helping his widowed mother. The drawing 

board and the baseball field were his creative 

pitched semi-pro ball and drew the posters ad- 
vertising the game for the town’s shop 
Through the efforts San Francisco 
woman friend, Carol Ennis, landed the staff Potter 
the San Francisco Bulletin sports cartoonist. There 


his talented cartoons competed with such greats with 
TAD, Rube Goldberg, Paul Terry and Bud Fisher. large 
After four years, Ripley left for New York and soon 
became part nucleus prominent writers and how 
artists, working the Globe, and, adding the Robert the 
his name, reducing the LeRoy initial. Within 
year, had started the first his countless trips 
abroad, garnering facts and experiences that were 
provide grist for his cartoon features. Above all sored 
collected bizarre and shock stories sporting events. 
One December afternoon, when was barren ideas 
for his usual sports feature, assembled nine these the 
oddities the sports world into feature called the 
tween editor and cartoonist resolved this title the 
This was soon become more trademark for him 
than his batwing ties, travels buck teeth; and this hous 
substitute make-shift cartoon soon became major 
ence interest and Ripley’s main job life. time 
brought him more mail volume than the President. 
Syndicated columns, “Rambles Around South 
America,” radio shows, interviews, travelling shows, 
lectures, slides, films and later movie shorts and 
sion, all brought him success and notoriety com- 
pounded from his home estate, “Bion,” fabulous 
moated island off the shore Mamaroneck, New York. 
travelling freak shows (Odditoriums), books, vaude- 
ville, movies, and all were imbued with great per- 
sonal sense self-promotion which 
handicaps businessman. sailed the Long Island auth 
waters his Chinese junk, Mon Lei, filled with party- sidy 
guests; became estranged from his brother; his 

bought home Palm Beach; originated exciting 
broadcasts and columns from many strange places 
many strange lands. 
Through all this activity, became increasingly dis- Uni 
turbed, physically and emotionally, was constantly tere 
disputatious with friends and strangers and finally 
came powder keg vexations his friends and busi- 
ness acquaintances. 
Shortly after broadcast, which had dramatiza- sent 
tion the origin “TAPS,” entered the Columbia ally 
Presbyterian Medical Center. Earlier the show, 
Ripley had blacked out, and his partner the show, 
Peggy Corday, had completed the spiel and helped him 
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back his chair without the audience being wiser. Two 
days after had entered the hospital, after completing 
phone call his friend, Bugs Baer, buckled over 
his pillow, dead heart attack. 

Mr. Considine evaluates, there was question that 
what Ripley had accomplished become the “first 
millionaire cartoonist” was incredible. the words 
many his friends, Ripley was “his own greatest Be- 


lieve Not.” 
Montebello, California 


Amory, John Forth 
Around the Edge War 
Oct. 20, 1961. 185p. $4.50. (I) 


During the past year, your reviewer has scrutinized 
with real care and—sorry say—some effort, quite 


large number volumes small and large concerned 
the problem foreign affairs and the nub issue 
how the United States will survive nuclear age 


the face the Soviet menace. These were written 
obvious highbrows positions some prominence, 
either government science political science 
research. very high proportion them were spon- 
sored their research their publication both 
one another the many “foundations” now 
stimulating the study and the printing thoughts 
the subject. Many bear the names and, presumably, 
the authority men some acknowledged standing 
their respective fields, from science and psychology 
politics and diplomacy. Your reviewer has for some 
time had the feeling that, however necessary and actu- 
ally desirable, this publication activity has been hot- 
house product, publication subsidy rather than 
merit. has heard that costs considerably put 
book the market today, and has heard the slim 
chances some serious and meritorious works being 
produced “trade” books without considerable subsi- 
dization. has felt, some his reading such 
works, that many were un-readable that any ordi- 
nary publisher would not put them out, that—to 
are not worth publication readers’ 
market. This, spite the distinguished names 
respected scientists scholars appearing their title 

is, therefore, with world relief that the present 
slight volume comes hand, produced under pseu- 
donym and not under the name distinguished 
author, and produced without any indication sub- 
sidy sponsorship. 

One would naturally challenge the right any consid- 
eration all book important field which 
appears without the author’s name, merely hint that 
important “foreign expert” Washington. Are 
these responsible solutions the foreign policies the 
United States, responsible accusations that financial in- 
terests overseas investments have been too influen- 
tial, responsible criticisms the work our intelli- 
gence Why not the name? And yet, spite 
this disability arising from the hidden process pre- 
sentations, this book clearly presented, factu- 
ally supported, impartially presented that your re- 
viewer recommends The book jacket 
speaks slily well-known magazine article some 
years back produced “Mr. which proved 
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have had great influence and have been written 
former government official, (possibly Mr. Kennan 
Foreign Affairs), and have had great influence. This 
not good way recommending book and 
author. Yet, the ease reading, the frankness 
statement, and the serious value this little book are 
all outstanding that your reviewer takes the place 
the jacket scribe and completely and unhesitatingly 
recommends this all who are surfeited with nuclear 
threatening “brinks” and with foolish satisfaction with 
our foreign affairs aspects—happy us, but far from 
agreeable many would wish friends, Are you 
interested Laos, Viet Nam, Cuba, Berlin, Yugoslavia, 
and the stakes our diplomacy there? so, read thi 
book, whoever you may be. 
Elbridge Colby 


Fromm, Erich May Man Prevail? 
Doubleday. Nov. 252p. $4.50. (Ila) 


The author this book, simultaneously appearing 
hard soft covers, has wide reputation psychology 
and has written acceptably that field. was about 
year ago contributor the Daedalus special issue 
and symposium book the general topic arms con- 
trol and nuclear disarmament. For that effort, 
contributed few pages the theory that unilateral 
steps toward disarmament might possibly lead reci- 
procal steps and thus, step step, toward relaxing 
tensions and toward possibilities practical peace. 
the current volume adopts pacifistic attitude, 
declaring the First and Second World Wars “the 
futile slaughter millions” and predicting that any 
open clash between West and East military power 
will futilely lead only the destruction both. His 
presentations the matter armaments and stra- 
tegy are forthright and not very completely argued. His 
analyses the current and past Soviet political phil- 
osophy are based upon detailed readings Russian 
publications and accessible records. Here the most 
notable part this volume. Here Dr. Fromm states 
that communist China intransigent and dangerous. 
Here says that Krushchev has changed his base; that 
actually wants peace for his own future well 
that his people, that will strive hold China’s 
Mao check; that can avoid open hostility, 
can have hopes tranquility. 

This book quite obviously was seen through the press 
before the Russians began the autumnal series nu- 
clear explosions which have cast many dangers 
humanity for distribution the high winds heaven. 
Consequently the author has not attempted fit these 
facts into the theory which proposes vis-a-vis Russian 
capabilities. The present reviewer has read fortnight 
news articles, editorials, and magazine articles the 
subject attempt adjust the facts the present 
the theory the current author. But without suc- 
cess. Possibly Dr. Fromm can it, with his greater 
skill psychoanalysis. pity that publication 
was not postponed that the presentation would not 
short the present. 

pity, because Dr. Fromm obviously scans and 
thinks like scholar, and writes about the arms con- 
trol problem with less that abstruseness common 
most those who have steadily been turning out 
studies the subject. The book pleasantly pro- 
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duced that almost deserves the “general reading” 
recommendation, and would fact were the topic it- 
self not one which “adults only” are likely study. 


Elbridge Colby, 
Washington, 


Gallois, Pierre The Balance Terror 
Houghton, Mifflin. 234p. $4.00. 


this volume, smoothly translated Richard 
Howard, French general has cast analytical 
glance the huge problem atomic warfare. Al- 
though short, this book not “dense” Raymond 
Aron foreword introduces be, fact, author 
and translator have produced one the most readable 
volumes this widely overwritten field where the re- 
search and the lucubrations are likely caviar 
the public large. 


The combination long range missiles and thermonu- 
clear explosives has produced weapon, says the 
author, against which there defense. There can 
only retaliation. the retaliatory weapons are in- 
stalled invulnerable bases, the entire 
comes one making civilian centers the prime targets 
rather than the enemy forces. Thus the effects war 
become universally devastating the whole world, 
not merely specific localities and military facilities, 
that there will balance power which the author 
calls “balance terror” and war will avoided. 


Why, for instance, with superiority ground forces 
did not the Soviet Union use military force be- 
tween 1946 and 1949? Simply, says, because the 
threat the American nuclear interposition was too 
conclusive. 


Further, says the author, the future will very probably 
have “limited” wars with “conventional” weapons 
only, because nuclear weapons have been brought down 
onto small battlefields and minor tactical situations. 
Any small war, believes, will run too great risk 
expanding into all out war. such all out 
war, there real victory for any one. Now that 
the nuclear force the hands both, the attack 
will not planes alone, but missiles too. The 
logic the current age leads not defensive war but 
retaliation. The attacker must try eliminate re- 
action the power being attacked. This cannot do, 
the present state the technology, and therefore 
while hurling his flying bombs airfields, the 
attacker will have bombs and planes hurled 
civilian centers. The result will that the national 
government and the populace will cowed the re- 
action. any power that thinks this thing through 
will avoid being the initial aggressor. The balance 
power turned into balance terror will, therefore, 
keep the peace. 


not pretty picture, but well argued, with 
summaries factions and international attitudes and 
sufficient facts support the thesis. thus have 
“nolicy dissuasion” taking the place mere “mas- 
sive retaliation.” Germany could send 4,000 flying 
bombs against London for little profit account 
old-fashioned explosives, surely any nation could 
more devastating than that with the new missile weap- 
ons. The result stalemate. argues the author, 
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and reassures until some new technology upsets the 
equilibrium. Elbridge Colby 


Fermi, Laura Mussolini 
Chicago Press. Oct. 17, 1961. 477p. $5.95, 


Madame Laura Fermi, widow the Nobel Prize win- 
ning Italian physicist Enrico Fermi, has brought her 
keen intelligence bear upon the story the rise and 
fall Mussolini. The account admittedly intended 
neither history nor biography the professional 
and technical sense those terms. The germ the 
book actually arose from reading and with the passing 
time, revealed her own image the man 
popular misconception, what she calls “incredible 
distortion.” her awareness the “distortion” grew, 
her work took the direction analysis the 
dictatorship,—the traits that make one and the 
forces that make possible for one rise. 


Madame Fermi has used only published sources for 
her materials but she seems have done this com- 
pletely. The bibliography contains all the significant 
works date and she has supplemented this vast read- 
ing conversation here and abroad with all the people 
who could contribute her subject. 


Though Italian birth, Madame Fermi became 
American choice after she fled with her husband 
into exile 1939. Despite this unhappy experience, 
she has managed avoid the extremes interpreta- 
tion that fall easily into the Herbert Matthews type 
reporting. work honest. Her summary 
the man and his character judicious thor- 
ough. From Mussolini’s birth and boyhood the 
gion east-central Italy known Romagna, through 
the years socialist flirtation the rise fascism and 
the black shirts, the life and death traced man 
who, albeit public figure, was very little known. 


Anna Kuliscioff, the elegant socialist intellectual, whose 
salon door was closed the climbing young Mussolini, 
once summed him not Marxist all, nor 
Socialist either. not even politically minded 
man. fact, little poet who has read Nietzsche.” 
this could Madame Fermi’s judgment 
tnat: 

was called “the man the barricades,” but the 

barricades was send others more often than him- 


self, and his whole life there hardly act that can 
ascribed genuine courage. 


once, the common notion the man destroyed. 


carefully following his course, 
deeds with his resounding words, Madame Fermi re- 
veals Mussolini produced the socialism Bakunin 
and later modified somewhat Marx, nurtured the 
notion Nietzsche’s superman, with political philoso- 
phy that changed its shape went along. ap- 
parently never plumbed philosophy its depths, not 
even his curious essay John Hus written while 
The idea the corporate state became jungle 
corruption after the first inspired year its beginning. 
Even the Fascist march Rome missed being failure 
hair. Together with the lack practical realism 
manifested the idea resurrecting the Roman Em- 
pire the Mediterranean, Mussolini’s thinking seems 
have been superficial say the least. 
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sense, Mussolini may said have been the 
victim his own success. The fortuitous combination 
circumstances that brought him power created 
momentum which was later powerless control. 
was that momentum that made him the puppet 
the same Hitler had once scornfully considered 
upstart. Strange may seem, Mussolini, monoli- 
thic type ever there was one modern times, the 
man Italy’s hour after World War seems have 
been somewhat timid and uncertain times deci- 
sion and behind the doors the famous balcony 
the Piazza Venezia. 

perhaps oversimplification say that this was 
what brought Italy the horrendous fiasco World 
War II. Mussolini did add something what Gari- 
baldi had begun and presumably the task some 
future historian judge whether left anything be- 
hind for Italy today and evaluate it. Mussolini 
must for every student modern European history. 
liam Shirer’s study The Rise and Fall the 


Third Reich. 
Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D. 


Horrocks, Lt. Gen. Sir Brian Escape Action 
St. Martin’s. Oct. 25,1961. 310p. $4.95. (I) 
This autobiography delightful and interesting ad- 
venture story professional military career. The 
author British Army child, product Sandhurst, 
participant the Battle Ypres, wounded, and there- 
after prisoner war throughout the course World 
This part the book flavored with the thrills 
repeated unsuccessful attempts escape, and the 
strong nostalgia ideas, settings, and events that moved 
forever when the lights went out 1914. 
The armistice that concluded World War did not put 
stop war, unrest, adventure. The author 
spent eighteen months Siberia, endured bout 
typhus but came out alive and well. Then, after occu- 
pation and pacification duties Germany, Ireland, 
and Poland, settled down new nostalgic period— 
that the professional soldier between the World 
Wars. Our author became the British pentathlon 
champion 1924, and later “made” the British Staff 
College Camberley and remained there in- 
structor until the outbreak World War II. 
Then came under Monty’s wing, served with dis- 
tinction Alamein, thence westward Bizerte where 
was seriously wounded and the shelf for fourteen 
months, then back the Arnhem and Rhine campaigns 
and victory. Gracefully and resignedly, and not un- 
happily, was forced relinquish command the 
British Army the Rhine 1947 and “invalided 
out.” 
Two more parts this life story run concurrently. One 
the account the author’s career “Black Rod,” 
Gentleman Usher the Black Rod, administrator 
the House Lords, with certain ancient ceremonial 
duties and prerogatives, described with interest and 
skill. The other career that journalism and tele- 
vision, writing and describing the battles World 
War II, which participated, for the surviving 
participants their loved ones, neither whom had 
opportunity find out what was going when the 
actions took place. 
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There excellent characterization Montgomery, 
well etched vignette Eisenhower, and keen refer- 
ences other distinguished men affairs World 
War II. There even good characterization the 
author, kindly man courage, sound professional 
capability, keen perception, and negative showmanship 
which meant constant awareness the need 
appear before subordinates with unfailing confidence, 
masking inevitable misgivings. Although the author 
characterizes himself man average below 
average intelligence, gives unmistakable evidence 
that brought his profession excellent set 
working brains that paid off the crucial test battle. 


Robert O’Brien, 
Lt. Col. Army, Retired 


Young, Desmond All the Best Years 
Harper. 333p. $5.95. (Ila) 

Possibly the most engaging thing about Desmond Young 
that the son the late Commodore Sir Frede- 
rick Young, ship salvor world renown. the 
same token the most interesting parts All the Best 
Years have with Desmond’s brief fling the 
salvage business. There are, course, adventures 
aplenty but they are such many Englishmen have 
had whose lives spanned two world wars and whose 
ulcers have not been overactive. 


Desmond Young went Oxford (Merton College) 
1912 and was sent down after one term. 
was not temperament scholar” (he writes). re- 
spected learning and wanted learn. But—life seemed sig- 
nificant and serious only when was away salvage 
job with father, watching the riggers, talking the divers, 
waiting for that wonderful moment when the ship would 
shake herself and come afloat and begin move astern off 
the rocks.” 
Desmond was the trenches 1914, was badly 
wounded and hospital for long period, 
covered sufficiently return his regiment before the 
end the conflict. After the Armistice, Young joined 
ship salvage company hastily organized Greek 
shipowner capitalize the great number salvage 
jobs caused the war. Although his knowledge 
salvaging was sparse his luck was first rate. re- 
floated several ships disabled the war and this with- 
out the help his father who was busy clearing Dutch 
and Belgian harbors. When the job was done and the 
supply stranded ships exhausted, the resourceful Mr. 
Young became respectively journalist, schoolmaster, 
theatre manager, nightclub impresario. During 
World War served Public Relations Officer for 
British division Africa. There had bit bad 
luck for was picked German patrol and 
imprisoned for months. wasn’t all wasted time 
for the idea biography Rommel grew his mind, 
and afterward published Rommel, the Desert Fox, 
instant success book and later motion 
picture. 


Here then brief outline are all the best years the 
life Desmond Young written the sprightly style 
which lived it, and still living his place 
retirement Sark the Channel Islands. keeps 
busy with odd jobs writing but confesses that were 
ship ashore the rocky coast below his house 
would not found his desk but the scene 
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salvage operations where son Commodore Young 


should be. James McDonough, 


St. John College, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Winwar, Frances 

Jean-Jacques Rousseau: Conscience Era 
Random House. Oct. 366p. $6.00. (III) 
Anyone setting out write study Rousseau—and 
those seeking English have been few—face 
the outset problem interpretation. What forces di- 
rected this man, expelled from France, exiled from his 
native Geneva, attacked representatives Church 
and State menace sound religion and govern- 
ment? Surely there room for full-length interpre- 
tive study. 
Miss Winwar’s latest biography, however, (the eleventh 
series, all but one dealing with nineteenth-century 
figures), not this. Rather closer straight biogra- 
phy, leaning heavily upon the Confessions and the 
Complete Works Rousseau. From the material pre- 
sented, however, one can postulate psychological dis- 
ability some sort: the act self-exposure young 
man case point. And surely the paranoia his 
last years which caused him see plots against him 
everywhere, pity himself extravagant terms (even 
the extent handing out copies statement 
about his wrongs passersby) indicative. 
his twenties occurred malaise which could not 
define, weariness that deprived him incentive, 
the least energy.” took the waters excess, mean- 
while continuing “morbid state chiefly psycho- 
logical” with which one could cope. Then one 
morning fell senseless, recounting his Confessions 
the accompanying physiological phenomena. ‘This 
accident,’ wrote, ‘which should have destroyed 
body, only killed passions: and thank Heaven 
each day for the beneficial effect had upon 
The reader likely find little evidence that the 
“passions” were killed this episode. Six pages after 
the statement quoted above, Rousseau having 
Mme. Larnage. “Their idyll lasted 
five days,” Miss Winwar comments, apparently without 
irony, adding that “Rousseau never forgot it, nor the 
woman who had fulfilled him man.” And what 
the later episode with the prostitute Zulietta and 
the long-term affair with Therése Vasseur, whom 
finally married and whom had five children? 
view this last fact, difficult understand the 
reference “his physical disability which made him 
partially impotent.” 
self-made man, rising from humble circumstances 
the son Geneva watchmaker, Rousseau apparently 
never lost sense inferiority, evidenced any con- 
descending action attitude toward him. Concern 
over rank was major prepossession his life, seen 
most clearly during the years when was moving 
from position position various households 
the service men rank. The stay Venice, start- 
ing 1743, case point: here was “Monsieur 
the Secretary the Embassy France Venice.” Yet 
his sensitivity fancied slights led him eventually 
quarrel with the ambassador and eventually dis- 
missed. 
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One the more interesting concerns any study 
Rousseau that religion. The household Mme. 
Warens shows the contradictions: seemingly the 
odor sanctity prevailed there; yet liaison between 
her and Rousseau was long continued and, indeed, 
never forgot her, even after had been supplanted 
another. Apparently pious woman, Mme. 
Warens showed concern over sexual irregularities, 
Rousseau composed her morning prayers, “thanking 
God for all the blessings, including the ‘union’ with 
him,” but could also write prayer “full con- 
trition, resignation, self-accusation” that might have 
come from the soberest divines. The opening lines 
suggest the tenor the whole: 
feel there are true pleasures save those one experi- 
ences the exercise virtue. Accept repentance, 
God ... shall resist temptation and live purity; 
shall temperate and moderate all things, and shall 
allow myself only those pleasures authorized 
All all, Rousseau was unstable, plagued illnesses 
mental and physical, given alternation between emo- 
tional extremes; his strongly emotive prose indicative. 
reading Miss Winwar’s book, one perceives these 
facts, but, suggested earlier, they have not been 
sented directing forces the subject’s life. This 
biography does not, for example, come the level 
Peter Green’s study Kenneth Grahame, published 
two years ago. Documentation serves reveal how 
heavy dependence Miss Winwar has had upon Rous- 
seau’s own writings; majority the works cited 
the bibliography not appear the footnotes, and 
least five works cited there not appear the bibli- 
ography. 
This is, however, presumably not intended scholar- 
study. Like Miss Winwar’s other biographies, 
deals with figure whose “romantic” life has attracted 
notoriety least curiosity. one accepts simply 
popular biography controversial. figure, de- 
riving much its interest from the tumults aroused 
him his lifetime, will nicely. 


John Phillipson, 
University Akron 


Ingersoll, Ralph Point Departure 
Brace World. Oct. 11, 1961. 247p. $4.50. 
This frank autobiography the well known editor, 
writer and soldier Ralph Ingersoll, who was for many 
years Harold Ross’ right hand man The New Yorker, 
then successively editor Fortune and PM, one 
the most annoying books ever reach this 
desk. annoying because alternately brilliant 
and boring; realistic and romantic; charged with humil- 
ity and arrogant self-conceit. Mr. Ingersoll, and 
large, has pretty high opinion himself, incidentally, 
and the conceit far outweighs the humility. 


The author traces his life for from his birth New 
Haven 1900, down his leaving The New Yorker 
some thirty-odd years later; but leaves with the 
promise (or the threat) take the narrative some 
future date. There much entertaining material here: 
Ingersoll’s years Yale’s Sheffiield Scientific School 
where was trained mining engineer; his work 
gold mines California and Mexico; and his first 
struggles make his way writer and journalist. But 
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the most fascinating part Point Departure un- 
doubtedly his description the early years The New 
Yorker when that periodical was the playground that 
group brilliant eccentrics which included Harold 
Ross, White, and James Thurber. This section 


One feels less enthusiasm for certain autobiographical 
episodes which evidently seem important Mr. Inger- 


himself but are hardly likely have much appeal 


the general reader. accounts his various 


his many loves, and his psychiatric 


make dull reading, saved only the bright, chatty 


style, and the occasional genuine wit. 


One wonders whether autobiography such this 


worth the reading (or the writing). Many, how- 


ever, will find Point Departure pleasant going and 


reasonably important for its evocation some impor- 


tant moments the history American periodicals. 
One last Ingersoll poses himself the atti- 
tude the great rebel, the outsider who scoffs the 


demands society and the code Society; yet one 


suspects that the man complete snob, and many 


ways the direct heir that grand-uncle Ward Mc- 


Allister, (who first defined Society the “Four Hun- 
dred”), this despite attempt complete repudiation 
the old fraud. 
somewhat amoral tone helps little, and Point De- 
parture definitely adult book. 

Stephen Ryan, Ph.D. 


Eifert, Virginia Louis Jolliet: Explorer Rivers 
Dodd, Mead. Oct. 16,1961. 242p. $4.00. 
The life Louis Jolliet, the famous exploring team 
Marquette and Jolliet, simple, unadorned account 
man who mapped the unchartered waterways 
the Mississippi, rivers the North and 
great deal the coast Labrador Bay. The narrative 
begins the early days French colonization Canada 
under Champlain. vivid picture drawn the 
sufferings the colonists not only from marauding 
Indians but also from the misunderstanding their 
plight the intriguing French court. This scant knowl- 
edge the Quebec colony was common during the 
administration Cardinal Mazarin and later the 
reign Louis XIV. 
Jolliet began his life student under the Jesuits and 
for awhile was seminarian. was during this period 
that became interested cartography and hydrog- 
raphy, mapping the St. Lawrence River. cleric 
minor orders finally went Bishop Laval and told 
him his desire leave the seminary. After Jolliet’s 
brother, Adrien, did not return from exploration 
the West looking for copper mines for the King, Louis 
Jolliet was selected reenter the western regions 
establish trading posts, look for large river and find 
out there was waterway the Orient. Ever since 
olumbus, most the early colonists followed the 
will the wisp searching for the fabulous Northwest 
Passage. Jolliet was idle dreamer and spent most 
his time mapping the lands and rivers beyond the sav- 
age Iroquois into the region the When the 
Indians tell them the Spanish the mouth the 
Mississippi, they decide turn back. Later travels 
escribed are trips into northern Canada and along the 
abrador coast. Some delightful chapters are spent de- 
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scribing happy married life and his estate 
Anticosti Island the Gulf St. Lawrence. The 
action-packed final chapters tell Sir William Phipps 
and his invasion Canada with his fleet Bostonnais, 
the destruction Jolliet’s estate, the courageous leader- 
ship Frontenac, and the capture Mrs. Jolliet 
Phipps’ flagship. This full, adventurous life one 
Canada’s pioneers ends when his ship sailing down the 
St. Lawrence another expedition seen more. 


The author, Virginia Eifert, has flair for evoking the 
primeval woods and scenery North America. Her 
graphic descriptions place the reader right alongside 
the intrepid voyageurs they stand countless pro- 
montories, like Balboa, looking for the first time across 


vast vistas. 
Brother Gerald Edward, C.F.X. 


Beevers, John St. Teresa Avila 
(Hanover House). Oct. 20, 1961. $3.75. 


Asked there need justification for another book 
St: Teresa Avila, one might very well reply that 
every ten years fresh crop readers ready 
introduced this great saint and altogether fas- 
cinating human being. John Beevers undertakes the 
task for the present decade with the competence and 
conviction have learned expect from him. 


The requisite historical background sketched with 
few skillful strokes and the dominating personality 
allowed come through with little gloss pos- 
sible. Aptly interwoven quotations from the “fast and 
prolific writer” herself establish directness contact 
this one the minor miracles the better contem- 
porary hagiography. (No made-up conversations inter- 
pose the veil fiction this style.) Objectivity and 
intelligence keep the incredible story moving the 
level information rather than interpretation, al- 
though are conscious tempering what might 
appall non-mystical uncontemplative public. Our 
attention inevitably drawn the subject’s “healthy 
astringency mind” and “refusal humbugged,” 
her tangible heroisms and sharp real estate deals. 
St. Teresa might more amused than chagrined 
being classed with “those energetic, bustling women” 
who organize and reform today; must, though, agree 
that she leaves wake exhausted admiration” be- 
hind her. The stress her strong natural affections 
may calculated one, but human appeal rarely 
amiss. 


“Nun,” “Foundress,” “Traveller,” “Defender,” 
tic,” “Saint”—in each chapter Teresa alive and 
sense contemporary. Her time-and-place-transcending 
quality strongly felt the author permeate 
his presentation and insensibly extend the average 
reader’s typical perspective. Part the basic honesty 
the plain title, just her name, vote confidence 
the buyer’s discernment. And part the reward 
reading the communicated reassurance that 

Perhaps beneath today’s hard glitter, the roar propaganda 


and the gently falling strontium dust, there handful 
men and women working, praying and loving God 


Mother Mary Anthony, 
Rosemont College, 
Rosemont, Pennsylvania 
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Lord, Walter Time Stand 
Harper. Oct. 30, $4.95. 


Walter Lord’s first big success was achieved several 
years ago with Night Remember, dramatic re- 
telling that fateful night the Titanic sank. started 
fashion similar books, The Day Lincoln Was Shot, 
etc. This certainly makes wonderfully interesting 
kind history; the reader feels that there, living 
through the events. thus bringing vivid life the 
past, Mr. Lord has succeeded again here, though not 
quite strikingly since the drama the Alamo 
more diffuse, spread over several weeks, and the facts 
are not all clear. But presents swift narrative, full 
suspense and unforgettable details, like the little boy 
who was frightened the bass horn the Mexicans 
marched into San Antonio. For the conscientious 
scholar, Mr. Lord gives several chapters the end 
the doubtful points, and also good account his 
careful use sources. 

For the reader will like being the Alamo during 
that agonizing week the day Santa Anna stormed 
and shot the last defender. this point the story 
deviates from the tragic climax the Titanic; carries 
successful ending for the Americans. fol- 
low the overconfident Santa Anna chases down 
San Houston; and become aware the sudden 
change feeling among the Americans after the Alamo. 
The end swift the Mexicans, still numerically 
superior, are surrounded the Texans, 
thought were fleeing, and cut pieces eighteen 
minutes. The Mexicans knew why the Texans were 
furious, because their lines collapsed and the Ameri- 
cans swept over them, they threw down their arms and 
cried, “Me Alamo!” But they were butchered any- 
way. Strangely, after catching Santa Anna unarmed 
and fleeing, the Americans let him go. The message 
this book obvious for the present moment, and 


deserves wide reading. 
Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 
Shotwell, Louisa 


The Harvesters: The Story the Migrant People 
Doubleday. Oct. 242p. $3.95. (Ila) 


The migrant worker, little known and greatly exploited, 
the subject this sympathetic but objective book. 
weaving personal stories into the workings the 
laws, the economic needs such workers, their per- 
sonal tragedies and social neglect into striking whole, 
Miss Shotwell does great service for this segment 
the American population. This not angry book; 
both the positive and negative aspects the problem 
are treated fairly and dispassionately. incredible 
that this period our social and economic develop- 
ment that are operating the field migrant labor 
much did the turn the century. While 
some protective safeguards have been placed around 
the employment foreign nationals, the native-born 
migrant pretty much his own. Not only are there 
problems wages but housing, sanitary facilities, health 
services, schooling for children, unemployment com- 
pensation and social security benefits are also problems. 
The fact that these are unattained and seemingly un- 
attainable goals for these workers, sad commentary 
for the United States. careful reading this book 


Best 
will much present clearer picture 
labor than has heretofore been available 


form. John Baldi, M.S.Sc. 


5 
Lestapis, 
Family Planning and Modern Problems 
Herder Herder. Oct. 30, 1961. 326p. $6.50. 


not likely that this book will ever become popular 
“best-seller,” but doubtful more calm, objective 
and scholarly presentation family planning 
world wide basis will forthcoming. Calling 
European well American sources for his data, 
Father Lestapis presents the arguments used vari- 
ous countries support programs family planning. 
results and implications contraception those 
tries where officially authorized. The remainder 
the book devoted the exposition the Catholic 


statistical data abortions, sterilizations, population 


forecasts, and other related material. 


Those who not accept the Catholic position these 


matters will perhaps little swayed the latter part 
the book. But the first half not doctrinal and 
votes itself scientific presentation the facts 
family planning. such represents valuable 
torical and scientific contribution, unbiassed and 
emotional. For the earnest student population prob- 
lems, this book treasure trove. careful reading 
will value sociologists and statesmen well 
the serious reader. 
John Baldi 


Prettyman, Jr., Barrett 


Death and the Supreme Court 
Brace World. Sept. 27, 1961. 311p. $4.95. 


All are familiar with the statues pictures blind- 
folded Justice holding the scales. The blindfold not 
tell that justice blind, but rather let know 
that justice impartial, not swayed extraneous 
tails. Barrett Prettyman, Jr., removes the blindfold and 
lets view the thinking, the reasoning, and the 
cumstances that governed the Supreme Court six 
momentous decisions. because each one 
them meant life death for the convicted murderer. 
Each one the six had killed another human being, 
least the jury the lower Court said so. But 
was the verdict reached accordance with law? Was 
the convicted man fully protected throughout his arrest 
and trial the guaranteed rights the Constitution? 
The Supreme Court heard the arguments pro and con 
and rendered its decision. 


Not one the decisions was unanimous and the author 
who practicing attorney Washington, C., son 
prominent Federal Judge, and former Clerk 
the Justices the Supreme Court, takes behind the 
closed curtains behind the bench, the conference 
room and the chambers where the Justices argue with 
each other reach the result made 
ties play vital part the reaction each Justice, 
his background, his education, his experience, but all 
strive for the rights man under the Constitution— 
the difference lies each one’s interpretation. 
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“Whodunits” have taken theirplace American read- 
ing habits, and this may classified real, true 
“Whodunit.” The difference, course, lies the 
author’s treatment the subject. are given 
vivid picture the crime and the criminal. are 
seated the front row spectators watch the prose- 
cuting attorney match wits with the defense, front 
the Judge and Jury and hear those words doom 
from the foreman—“We find the defendant guilty 
murder.” Then the appeals through the intermediate 
Courts and finally, and really finally because 
further appeal—the argument the Supreme 
Court. What the decision? Why? How? 


Barrett Prettyman, Jr., has done masterful job in- 
forming the public about the Supreme Court. has 


made living, breathing institution safeguarding our 


rights and liberties, rather than marble vault. feel 
sure that confidences have been breached his 
personal sketches and, though may not agree with 
each one’s decisions, are aware that tremendous 
study, feeling and sincerity lie behind the public pro- 
nouncements. The name would suggest volume for 
lawyers but this reader would recommend every 


adult. John Cullen, A.B., 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 
Reik, Theodor The Temptation 
Sept. 256p. $4.50. (III) 


This book the fourth the series psychoanalytical 
speculations the nature the prehistory Israel. 
The myths and early traditions the prehistoric 
Hebrews are examined Reik what considers 
prolongation the work started Freud. his 
master and friend for some thirty years. 1919 Dr. 
Reik published The Ritual which attempted pene- 
trate the earliest and most fundamental presuppositions 
religion and society. After almost forty years the 
author returned the problems primitive religion 
and prehistoric civlization the series that began 
1957 with Myth and Guilt, 1958 with Mystery 
the Mountain, and 1960 with The Creation 
Woman. 

The Temptation therefore psychoanalytic examina- 
tion the episode the Bible and the 
interpretation follows consistent pattern from psycho- 
analytical premises. Thus learn that place the 
totemistic ferocious monster terrifying ghost the 
Australian and African initiations, the Hebrew God 
dominates the scenes the Biblical myths, The gigan- 
tic shadow, according Reik, that has been thrown 
over the development mankind longer called 
Balum Duramelin but Yahweh. The father-son 
conflict age-old one, are told, and continues 
various forms. the past the conflict was not only 
power-struggle but one which the prize was the 
Possession the women the clan. The analyst finds 
traces these oldest conflicts easily recognizable all 
the myths the ancient Near East and insists that 
these traces also appear, though repeatedly changed 
and rechanged, the myths the Bible. the essen- 
tial features the Biblical Isaac story and especially 
the post-Biblical “legends,” Reik looks for remnants 
early tradition, telling uprising the only 
son, the suppression his revolt and the result- 
ing punishment. 
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Through his studies primitive cultures the author 
discovers other diverse but associated themes all bear- 
ing upon the story Isaac—the death and resurrection 
ceremonies. the initiation rites common some form 
all peoples, the circumcision and the Bar Mizvah 
modern Judaism and the Covenant 
must left scholarly specialists primitive cul- 
tures take issue with his evidence, but one wonders 
whether Freudian premises are not gubernatorial the 
selection the evidence and the amount inter- 
pretation 

Thomas Wassmer, Ph.D., 

Professor Moral Philosophy, 

St. Peter’s College, 

Jersey City, New Jersey 


West, Dick The Backside Washington 
Doubleday. Nov. 209p. $3.50. 


this book the author pokes delicious fun some 
the foibles and idiocies that are part living pres- 
ent-day Washington. not mad anybody, just 
baffled. Let quote: 
“Once upon time Government ‘employee rode bus 
train station, from which departed official trip. 
Subsequently, the Comptroller-General was called upon 
decide which point the employee’s travel allowance 
began. The Comptroller-General’s decree was: Although 
under the per-diem computations the Standardized Gov- 
ernment Travel Regulations when employees use some other 
conveyance reach airport, depot dock incident 
official travel airplane, train ship, general rule for 
the commencement per-diem may established, the gen- 
eral intent the regulation that per-diem would start 
the scheduled hour departure from the terminal utilized 
the other conveyance and would terminate when the other 
conveyance actually arrives the terminal; that, where 
employee gets bus its terminal the common 
carrier terminal, per-diem would commence the scheduled 
departure time the bus from the terminal, but the em- 
ployee gets bus pick-up point, the pick-up point 
could regarded terminal and the departure time 
would not scheduled for commencement per-diem.” 
Mr. West has few more gems gobbledygook and 
there much said about monuments, including one 
senator’s remark, “This has all the earmarks eye- 
tourists, television, gracious living the Senate 
subway, the budget, liaison committees, how distin- 
guish among civil servants, bureaucrats, VIPs and egg 
heads, the weather, cherry blossoms, press conferences 
with the President, living Georgetown, and the dis- 
posal non-current publications, inter alia trivia oc- 
cupy Mr. West’s bemused attention. Not all these 
topics are original, course, but Mr. West has wry 
twist for most them. The book is, one must report, 
not vulgar its title might indicate. very funny 
spots and adults will agree with the author’s last 
words, “Washington nice place live, but 
wouldn’t want visit there.” 


William Schweder, 


Georgetown University 


Getlein, Frank Modern Demonology 
Potter. Sept. 1961. 236p. $5.00. (Ila) 


this rollicking satire Frank Getlein has performed 
notable public service. Using all the techniques 
modern sociological research, plus his own keen wit, 
has taken searching look our society and made 
the startling discovery that beset with 


ane 
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you have overlooked the fact that the minions satan 
are loose the land, demonologist Getlein will set you 
straight hurry: and you still have your doubts, 
the illustrations Robert Osborn will lay them rest 
forever. 
Getlein tracks this satanic brrod its ubiquitous lair. 
They infest every nook and cranny the social struc- 
ture, women’s clubs and the pads the beatniks, art 
studios, classrooms and P.T.A. assemblies, the F.B.I. 
and the defense department, the pulpit and the press, 
the strongholds both liberalism and conservatism, 
the Union League and union halls, fact the demons 
come popping out holes, you wonder where 
the angels are. Wherever they may have gone, Getlein 
still their side; for his philosophy seems that, 
you can’t put the little devils rout, laugh them out 
court. Not hard do, since seems the demons 
always haunt the other fellow’s house, not your own. 
Not the least virtue the book however that before 
you lay down, you will realize with wince that 
few devils your own have come roost. 
Witty, intelligent, flaying all horned heads impartially 
wherever they pop off, Getlein has authored 
amusing social commentary that will spark many 
laugh and some serious reflections. 

Jacklin, 


University Scranton 


Marshall, Catherine Beyond Our Selves 
McGraw-Hill. Nov. 266p. $4.95. 


Beyond Our Selves narration woman’s pil- 
grimage faith,” written simply effective prose 
the Protestant tradition Christianity. Mrs. Marshall, 
the wife minister discovered early her life that 
faith God can make life hopeful and rewarding 
adventure. what amounts times militant 
zeal she attempts share this adventure with her 
readers. The focus Mrs. Marshall’s quest search 
for identity and personal peace which are found when 
man becomes concerned with what larger than him- 
self. Although she can penetrate the essence the 
good life, and though she has acuity vision into 
self-analysis and the will man, Mrs. Marshall writes 
with simplicity that too obvious. Thus, her 
desire reach large audience all manner perfectly 
apparent generalizations get expounded. 


Drawn from her own experiences Mrs. Marshall shares 
many good and wise thoughts with her readers. 
made clear that matter what one’s religion, re- 
alize that the ideal the completest possible self-reali- 
zation always salutary. the search for God, one 
finds himself; and enlightenment one’s self one 
the hopes the world. illustrations, anec- 
dotes, and examples taken from her own experience 
and her friends and acquaintances, the age-old truths 
man and his problems are put before us. learn 
again that man lives two dimensions being. 
Though child nature, subject its vicissi- 
tudes, compelled its necessities, and driven its 
impulses, also spirit who stands outside nature. 
With many homely little examples are shown that 
man lives under the dominion natural impulse, 
though knows may rise above it. 


Mrs. Marshall’s thoughts strongly resemble Emerson’s 
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theme “nothing will bring you peace but 
throbbing through the book. Filled with truisms 
smoothly written, this not exciting book, but 
one with good sense, sound learning, and wholesome. 
Clara Siggins, Ph.D., 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


f 
Chase, Ilka The Carthaginian 
Doubleday. Nov. 429p. $5.95. 


This happily named book the simplest sense the 
record the author’s foreign travel from 1949 1960 
she covers the globe from Rome 
the Moulin Rouge the temple Ankor Wat. 
than that, though, teeming, hectic, sometimes 
opinionated, but always stimulating combination 
humor, wit, and frequently enjoyable commentaries 
the history, people, food, and customs the various 


countries the several itineraries included. Miss 
interested just about everything everywhere, and 


she willingly well interestingly digresses into such 
diverse topics French cooking, Parisian fashions, 


Spanish sanitation, Singapore shopping, the Balinese 
monkey dance. Sometimes the mass detail, 
risks becoming ununified plethora, but usually 


offers deep sense local color that often quite 


sensitive its appreciation national nuances 


and attitude. 


Some this travel was done alone; but for most 

Miss Chase had the company her husband, Dr. 
Norton Brown. The first trip reported relatively 
brief one, 1949, France, Spain, and England. This 
establishes the informal, diary-like manner the whole 
book and reveals the recurrent interests that later assert 
themselves every country visited: food, art, archi- 
tecture, shrines, night life, interesting personages, and 


curious customs. 


Subsequently the reader accompanies the Browns 
Caribbean cruise; tours Italy, Portugal, Greece, and 
the Mediterranean islands; and trip around the world 
that features notable highlights Saigon, Hong Kong, 
and Japan. The kaleidoscope can scarcely sum- 
marized brief space even sampling, and the whole 
array concludes with six weeks 1960, Britain and 
Ireland that cover everything from Madame Tussaud’s 
Waxworks the Book Kells, making plain both 
Miss Chase’s fondness for historical sites and her dis- 
like Irish cooking. 


Not the least this vicarious experience with life 
around the world, though, the enjoyment sharing 
Miss Chase’s friendships and acquaintances. The reader 
attends the wedding Grace Kelly Monaco, meets 
Maurice Chevalier and Sophia Loren Vienna, visits 
with Gloria Swanson aboard Aristotle Onassis’ yacht, 
talks with Somerset Maugham, relaxes with geisha girls 
Japan, and drinks Fourth July cocktails with the 
American Embassy staff Bangkok. 

Probably one will accept all Miss Chase’s indi- 
vidualistic and forthright opinions and occasional sar- 
casm, but the dominantly conversational tone avoids 
polemics and tempers smart sophistication that might 
otherwise become obtrusive. Surely her basic attitude 
toward travel can meet only general acceptance: 
embraces the triple joys anticipation, performance, 
and recollection. She succeeds ebulliently offering 
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all three book that adult readers should find both 
informative and enjoyable throughout most its some- 
what ponderous length. 

Eileen Bruch, 


John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Masson, Loys The Shattered Sexes 
Translated Denise Folliot and Mildred Shapiro. Channel 
Press. Nov. 254p. $3.95. (IV) 
Science fiction and sex collide this brutal, sometimes 
exasperating novel that should have been edited half 
least. concerns nightmarish experiment sup- 
posedly conducted the United States 1957 
which twenty-five male and twenty-five female prison- 
ers are brought tiny Pacific island and deliberately 
exposed radiation from atomic blast determine 
what effects this will have upon their offspring. First, 
however, they are psychologically conditioned assure 
that there will offspring: The men are herded 
one side and the women the other insurmount- 
able and electrified barbed wire fence through which 
they can observe and pant for each other, group 
elderly guards, whose lives procreation longer 
factor, and sadistic and sterile scientist known 
“The Governor” supervise the captives, whose passions 
explode about the same time the bomb. 


this mad dream difficult say whether French 
author Loys Masson more obsessed with lurid love 
with the congenital terrors posed nuclear con- 
tamination. His morbid and shocking study human 
depravity obviously owes something the Huxley- 
Orwell school, well Conrad and 
is, times, book surprising power and luxuriant 
prose-poetry, but often the writing cheaply ob- 
scene, absurd simply incomprehensible. The stac- 
cato sentences abound vague, disconnected symbol- 
isms which would bore the average reader even 
able suffer the tawdry plot and offensive language. 
The arrangement, however, clever. The narrator 
imprisoned Korean War deserter who “survives” the 
island ordeal and afterwards driven murder and 
near-insanity the thoughts the child-monster 
may have fathered. Commenting upon this account 
alternate chapters the head the guards, hu- 
mane person whose conscience tortured what hap- 
pens the island the “guinea pigs.” The nature 
the experiment unfolded for the reader somewhat 
the manner Faulkner story, through carefully- 
spaced, indirect snatches information hidden among 
the interminable ruminations the narrators. 

There little logic and less morality the surrealistic 
world Masson creates this his first translated novel. 
What most disturbing, however, neither the rank 
lust nor the bestiality, but the serenity with which the 
novel assumes that America might carry out such 
sordid, revolting undertaking. The future monsters 
about whom Masson frets are nothing compared with 
the author’s “Governor,” Satan who takes his orders 
“from Washington” and amuses himself the piano 
while his prisoners are steadily transformed into brute 
animals, The image our nation poisoned abroad 
books such this. the first novel pub- 
lished Channel Press, which proudly asserts the 
dust jacket that very important voice presented 
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the American public.” all justice, frenzied 
voice, and one that both degenerate and malicious. 


John Clarke, Ph.D., 
The Scranton Times 
And Songs 


Greenberg, Noah (Editor) English Song Book 
Doubleday. Nov. 213p. $5.95. 
Cole, William (Editor) 

Folk Songs England, Ireland, Scotland 

and Wales 
Doubleday. Nov. 243p. $7.50. 
Reminded often that the English carol originated not 
song for Christmastide, but rather for the joyous 
springtide Easter, and that motets became anthems 
after the Reformation, that the madrigal have Italian 
ancestry well delicate grace, Joel Newman intro- 
duces the English Song Book with perceptive essay; 
but the joy found the selections chosen for 
this anthology “part songs and sacred music the 
Middle Ages and the Renaissance for one six voices” 
lies hearing them sung, one cannot sing them. 
The prolific Anonymous first quarter the list, 
Thomas Morley and Thomas Ravenscroft are the most 
frequent composers the latter portions, along with 
Thomas Tallis and Thomas Weelkes, and course 
William Byrd. There are pages gravures contempor- 
ary the music here and there through the collection 
and satisfactory indices. 
the Cole collection, which Norman Monath has pro- 
vided with piano and guitar arrangements, and which 
Edward Ardizzone has illustrated, the editor admits 
will criticized some purists for including some 
songs “not properly folk songs,” but makes excuse 
for his selection such songs, since they are sung 
the folk and are popular enough representative 
the national tastes. There are duplications the 
two collections, far noticed. Either both 
volumes recommend themselves those who love 
sing, and appropriate Christmas gifts this season. 
One our favorites the six-part arrangement 
“Sumer Icumen In” found the Greenberg 
collection; another the Tallis “Agnus Dei.” But both 
collections are rich and tasteful. 


Brief Comment 
Hutchins, Robert and 


Mortimer Adler 

The Great Ideas Today, 1961 
Britannica. Nov. 1961. 562p. $8.95. 

a 

Under the editors-in-chief, Professors Hutchins and 
Adler, this “is the first series volumes designed 
examine the problems today terms of” the 
Great Books. The material assembled four parts, 
with The Great Debate the Year being discussion 
the value democracy the best form govern- 
ment for the newly formed nations, with Justice 
Douglas taking the affirmative, and Peregrine Wors- 
thorne the negative. Part analysis three 
developments world affairs; Part III survey the 
year’s developments the arts and sciences Mark 
Van Doren, Walter Sullivan, Edward Shils, Gilbert 
Cant and George Grant. Part contains three 
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additions the Great Books library, John Dewey’s es- 
says “Experience and Moliere’s 
School for Wives,” Einstein’s “Relativity: The Special 
and General Theory; and three essays Arnold Toyn- 
bee: “Does History Repeat Itself?”, “The Unification 
the World and the Change Historical Perspective,” 
and “Civilization Trial.” This handsome book 
with many gravure illustrations, and will much 
discussed the “great books” 


Buchwald, Art How Much That Dollars 
World. Nov. 13,1961. 255p. $3.95. 


The success his first collection his written-from- 
Paris columns the New York Herald Tribune doubt- 
less prompted this second collection, containing 
the more recent Mr. Buchwald’s despatches. They 
are organized according subject matter into sections 
devoted the Buchwald Family, French Political Life, 
Tourists France, Paris, trip Hong-Kong, adven- 
tures the voyage, Show Business, and miscellany 
five unrelated pieces. The humor pleasant, 
sometimes man can funny 365 days 
year,—but the prescription for this should read, “Take 
one day” more than three day most; other- 
wise, the manner and the matter pall. Taken pres- 
cribed, the collection should successful the 
previous Don’t Forget Write. 


Garceau, Jean with Inez Cocke Mr. G—” 
Little, Brown. Oct. 19,1961. 297p. $4.95. 

This biography the late Clark Gable written, with 
some help, his secretary for many years. 
straightforward account, affectionate and even almost 
adulatory. Miss Garceau makes clear that all his 
wives not including his last, his favorite and 
the favorite Miss Garceau was Carole Lombard 
whose tragic death plane accident deeply affected 
Mr. Gable. There collection photographs, show- 
ing Gable various stages his career from age six- 
teen months (1902) still from the movie “The 
Misfits” (1960). The book will popular mostly with 
female fans “the King” the talking films. 


Kronenberger, Louis (Editor) 

The Best Plays: 1960-1961 
Dodd, Mead. Oct. 16,1961. 436p. $6.00. (Ila) 
Blum, Daniel Theatre World: 1960-1961 
Chilton. Oct. 256p. $6.00. 


These two volumes seem complement each other, 
the one text, the other illustration. Both will 
wanted for the theatre drama shelves libraries. 
The “Burns Mantle Yearbook,” edited Time’s 
drama critic, gives summary with excerpts the ten 
plays considered the “best the season,” and these are 
Anouilh’s “Becket,” Jean Kerr’s “Mary, Mary,” “The 
Devil’s Advocate” Dore Schary’s adaptation, Iones- 
cu’s “Rhinoceros,” Tennessee Williams’ Period 
Adjustment,” Henry Denker’s dramatization Sig- 
mund Freud’s first success psychoanalysis, Far 
Country,” Shelagh Delaney’s Taste Honey,” 
Hugh Wheeler’s “Big Fish, Little Fish,” Tod Mosel’s 
adaptation James Agee’s novel “All the Way 
Home,” and, regrettably, Brendan Behan’s rowdy and 
tasteless Hostage.” usual previous volumes, 


Best 


this also contains illustrations Hirschfeld and 
swatch photographs, essays the season New 
York, Chicago, London, and “Off Broadway,” the sta- 
tistics the plays produced and off Broadway, 
listing the best plays previous years, and indices, 
And previous volumes the Blum annuals, the 
accent picture, with the minimum statistical infor- 
mation given for each play produced and off Broad- 
way, with full page photographs newcomers selected 
“promising Personalities,” biographies actors and 
actresses, obituaries the year’s departed from the 
theatre and index. 


Kimbrough, Emily Pleasure the Busload 
Harper. Oct. 23,1961. 276p. $3.95. 

tenth volume after beginning with the successful 
Our Hearts Were Young and Gay, (way back there), 
our Emily takes along Sophy Jacobs, Gina Bachauer 
and her husband Alec Sherman and Alec’s brother 
Theodore tour Portugal Volkswagon Micro- 
bus. all chatty and full observations, quotations, 
from Guides and pamphlets and fine preparation for 
the current season lectures Ladies’ Literary Clubs. 
And the feminine style will make most appealing 
the distaff side the readers’ clubs, 


Kroeber, Theodora Ishi 
California Press. Oct. 14, 1961. 258p. $5.95. 


Mrs. Kroeber recounts here the amazing story the 
last survivor remote tribe Indians, the Yahi, 
who had lived remote section northern Califor- 
nia entirely separated from the advancing civilization 
about them. Their stone-age culture was all Ishi knew 
until was found frightened and exhausted near Oro- 
ville August 1911. was taken charge and 
the care Professor Waterman the University 
California’s Museum Anthropology where 
lived for five years until his death 1916. Mrs. 
Kroeber has attempted reconstruct the life among 
the Yahi Ishi reported it, well relate his 
absorbing story, and well documented. will 
special interest college and university students, but 
other readers may find fascinating, also. 


Largely Pictures 


Grivot, Denis and George Zarnecki 


Gislebertus Sculptor Autun 
Nov. 13, 1961. 180p. $13.50. 
superb contribution knowledge the Romanesque 
art the 12th century Burgundy, this pictorial study 
the work the sculptor much the decoration 
the cathedral church St. Lazarus Autun will 
particular value libaries which provide for the 
acquisition such works their annual budgets, The 
text particular interest art historians; but the 
pictures, photographic reproductions details the 
structure, (many them familiar those who know 
the excellent series the cathedrals France avail- 
able before World War Paris), are annoyingly 
identified other than the page which they are 
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placed; even though they can referred number 
the text, one wishes many time identify the par- 
ticular picture without having reread the pages 
print adjacent it. 
The Ship: Illustrated History 
Nov. 15, 1961. 318p. $14.95. 
This notable contribution the history sail, 
perhaps one should rather say 
water, for the story begins with the most primitive 
rafts and ends only with the atomic-powered submar- 
ine and merchantman. That the author also the 
illustrator evidence genius, for the illustrations, 
over 800 full color and black-and-white, are beau- 
tifully drawn and exquisite detail. Time after time 
Landstrom pauses identify carefully the various parts 
ship and its rigging. Any high school, college 
public library which can afford this book will find 
itself richly rewarded the enthusiasm will provoke 
especially among boys and men. This not only 
handsome book, but exceptionally informative one. 
Hirschfeld, 
The American Theatre Seen Hirschfeld 
Oct. 18, 1961. (Pages not numbered) 
$9.95. 
Brooks Atkinson, his introduction this nostalgic 
theater portfolio, might give one the impression that 
the cartoons herein contained were all the product 
the past years, howbeit his admiration Hirsch- 
feld obvious; but the fact remains that Hirschfeld 
started his contribution drawings the drama pages 
the Sunday edition the New York Herald Tribune 
the mid-Twenties and continued doing for almost 
years. But was also the mid-Twenties that 
got his first commission from the New York Times, and 
received subsequent such commissions infrequently and 
usually focus particular theater personality. 
Why and how Hirschfeld transferred his allegiance 
the Times exclusively best can tell you, but made 
the change-over almost years ago and his style 
drawing, caricature you wish, has improved im- 
measurably during that period. This big collection 
his drawings and they have kind magic power 
evoke the entire production the plays and musi- 
cals they celebrate. 


Cartoon Collections 


Bill Mauldin, who interpreted the World War Amer- 
ican soldier and won deserved acclaim thereby, proves 
that has matured into capable political commenta- 
tor this collection cartoons from the pages the 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch through the past three years, 
Titled What’s Got Your Back Up? the subjects treated 
are almost all still fresh enough seem current, (Har- 
per. 146 $3.95; Howard Schneider’s The De- 
ceivers, (Doubleday. $2.50; makes its points 
about People, Politicians, Parents and others visual- 
izing the imp inside all giving the lie the state- 
ments made, indicating perhaps that considers most 
people schizophrenic degree. Stanley and 
Janice Berenstain continue their trenchantly amusing 
comment parents, children, baby-sitters and such 
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It’s Still the Family, (Dutton. 128 $3.50; and 


usual there nothing bitter their viewpoint; con- 
fused, perhaps, bemused; but not bitter 
Fisher’s Domesday Book, (pronounced 
takes poke the many foibles human nature, 
pricking politicians, posing problems, and general 
finding much our preoccupations foolish, (St. Mar- 
tin’s. 123 $3.95; Richard Taylor’s latest collec- 
tion cartoons, most which have appeared issues 
The New Yorker titled Wrong Bag, (Simon and 
Schuster. $3.95; IIa); his point view some- 
what more sophisticated than that those mentioned 
above, but good adult fun. 

Fiction 
Simon, Edith The Great Forgery 
Little, Brown. Oct. 27,1961. $5.95. (IIb) 
this book must sold perhaps would better 
were sold without the dust jacket which makes two 
grave psychological errors: announces that the novel 
based the van Meegeren forgeries paintings 
purportedly Vermeer and gives photograph 
the author. Edith Simon is, according this picture, 
decent looking sort and distracting even this 
uninhibited age think her penning the obscenities 
which the early part her book abounds. And her 
publishers should not have announced her subject—nor 
should she have done her first pages—because 
the reader starts watching for the great forgery get 
under way and after two hundred and fifty pages finds 
that not launched yet. 
Miss Simon’s novel deals, eventually, with fictitious 
incident which artist, Matthew Gorer, paints 
spurious Holbein and sells for fantastic price. After 
being lionized, and after enjoying his affluence for 
while, feels compelled point out the experts 
they have been, reveals the forgery. 
tried for fraud, convicted, imprisoned for year, 
and then, spite his Bohemian tastes 
ground, made into perfectly respectable expert 
the authenticity paintings and drawings. 
The second half the novel makes fairly interesting 
reading; perhaps Miss Simon, editor, should have 
excised the first half. may seem necessary because 
this book meant novel character, but the 
people presented this long narrative are not really 
worth all the trouble. The central figure Gorer; 
learn his position the almost self-sufficient world 
artists and are prepared for his revolt against the 
standards set society and art critics. Miss Simon 
tells Bohemia the style “Ah, those were the 
days.” did this, did that, were 
were hungry, were heroic. Certainly Miss Simon 
had her tongue her cheek when she wrote this way; 
and yet there rises ineluctable impression that she 
wants her Bohemia taken rather seriously. Maybe 
she does not know that this type presentation be- 
coming increasingly funny, especially those who saw 
good parody recently the New Yorker. Besides, 
this sort narrative should amusing; but here, the 
whole business young artists clustered around Gorer’s 
feet being led—the female contingent, that is, and 
one one—to his bed terribly boring. 
the beginning there heavy atmosphere sex 
surrounding Gorer’s relations with very young girl, 
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Cassy, and there abundance obscenity 
orates length his unrestrained manner. Some 
publishers and some authors think that salty appeal 
the lower nature guarantee big selling. Even 
the prurient, however, are doomed boredom the 
Bloomsbury constructed Miss Simon. The people 
mouth commonplaces, they have personalities, they 
are, simply, dull. Cassy, incidentally, the antithesis 
Gorer. She forthrightly goes bourgeois after she 
leaves him and becomes great success while pur- 
sues his vision into failure and misery; but Gorer does 
not awaken much sympathy nor does Cassy awaken 
much interest because Miss Simon’s diffuse efforts have 
failed bring either one life. 

The tempo the novel picks considerably after the 
great forgery, long last, gets started. not well 
even now, however, because this section suggests two 
damaging comparisons. Though Miss Simon has done 
well conveying the zeal and feverish industry the 
artist faking old master, straight account van 
Meegeren’s actual forgeries—not one but small gallery 
them—is more fascinating than this fictional imita- 
tion. And Gorer must bring mind Joyce Cary’s 
Gulley Jimson, beside whom pales almost into insig- 
nificance. 

Though dialogue The Great Forgery occasionally 
obscene and sometimes rottenly suggestive the novel 
can scarcely described salacious. Some the 
sexual analyses—either dialogue the thoughts 
the human, limited, yet presumably omniscient nar- 
air the clinic about them. the 
context they are, course, indecent, may make 
such criticism time when decency concept 
foreign increasing number writers and, appar- 
ently, readers. 
Miss Simon shows times that she very intelligent 
person. The criticism the supposed Holbein 
leading pundit excellently written, and throughout 
the book, sometimes when things are their dullest, 
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some flashes brilliance will occur. 


over five hundred pages painfully small type. 
William Hill, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Dunnett, Dorothy The Game Kings 
Putnam. Oct. 16,1961. 543p. $5.95. (IIb) 


The game, course, chess with its bewildering 
plicity moves and countermoves which lead the 
players through maze plot and counterplot until 
the more skillful the two can say length “al-sha 
mat” and the game over. 


1547 when Francis Crawford, Master Lymond, 
younger son the Culter family, reputed traitor 
Solway Moss and murderer his own sister, labelled 
English spy and definitely ex-galley slave and soldier 
fortune, returns Scotland comes outlaw 
with band mercenaries and begins his career 
raiding his brother’s castle, stealing jewels and plate 
and terrorizing his relatives. outlaw then 
ranges the countryside between Edinburgh and the bor- 
der, with clearly defined purpose other than reap 
any possible benefit for himself. Debonair, witty, ex- 
pert maneuvering small troop for raider sortie, 
facile handling people and seemingly the quintes- 
sence evil sets train series moves which 
takes advantage the turmoil those days the 
English ravage the Lowlands and threaten capture 
the young Mary. 

detail all the action task too complicated. 
Suffice say that, careless the means uses 
achieve his ends, yet doing little harm his country- 
men Lymond engages series intrigues designed 
gain access one the three men who can prove 
that never did betray the Scots, did not cause his 
sister’s death and was loyal subject operating devi- 
ous ways serve his Queen. This finally does 
brilliant fashion and with the aid such supporting 
characters the lovely blind young Lady Christian 
Stewart, young Will Scott Buccleuch, his brother 
Richard, Baron Culter, and many others after numerous 
adventures which involve death and torture and trial 
many ways. There are ambushes, battles, duels, 
almost broken marriage, sad death, wise mother, 
gypsy alchemist and semi-nymphomaniac English 
Countess. 

The plot, woven many levels, devious and com- 
plicatedly misleading but, strangely enough, falls into 
proper order with little difficulty the story approaches 
its climax. The historical background fairly authen- 
tic though, from time time, anachronistic words 
phrases creep in. The style sparkling and lively with 
elegant phrase and quotation abundance and with 
little dialect. brief, this slight cut above 
the usual historical novel and may recommended 


adult readers. Wolf, Ph.D. 


The Empty Canvas 
Oct. 27, 1961. 306p. $4.50. 


Moravia, Alberto 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. 

latest novel has already won the 
Italian Premio Viareggia for 1961. title the 
original. Noia, “Boredom,” gives the key its sub- 
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stance though should said here that the publisher’s 
choice The Empty Canvas amply validated from 
the text Angus Davidson’s translation superb. 


The hero the novel bored. Over and over again 
this emphasized, illustrated, analysed and 
fied. The empty canvas the hero’s easel not only 
indicates that painter has ceased work, but 
also stands blank and vacant symbol the 
futility his own life. artist has come 
the end art. man, has come the end 
living. 
Certainly had failed, but not because was unable paint 
pictures that other people liked was rather because felt 
that pictures did not permit express myself, 
other words deceive myself into imagining that had some 
contact with external things—in word, they did not prevent 
from being bored. Now the fundamental reason why 
had started painting was escape from boredom. went 
being bored, why painting? 
Thus Dino, the hero, reflects his boredom and con- 
nects with his lack “contact with external things.” 
Elsewhere, places its origin “in sense the ab- 
surdity reality which insufficient, anyhow un- 
able, convince its own effective existence.” 
Boredom inability escape from himself, incom- 
Boredom makes Dino man con- 
tradiction. 


His mother keeps him plentifully supplied with money. 
dependent that money for his daily bread but 
resents his degrades himself every time 
asks for but remains incapable standing his 


His one protest against the boredom 


living scion the rich (his mother apparently, 
far from prompts him pack his bore- 
dom and move into studio town with it,—the 
studio paid for his mother, course. 


fate would have it, lives next door elderly 
artist, Balestrieri, who literally consumes himself 
death through the sheer excess physical attentions 
lavished his seventeen-year-old model. Upon Bale- 
death. Dino takes with her. Meanwhile, 
despite his repeated protestations boredom, Dino 
shows remarkable ability for making minute observa- 
tions, reflections and analyses which could only the 
point that the discerning reader begins feel the 
subtle contradiction that permeates the whole book, 
namely, the inconsistency Dino’s character. seems 
that too much the author’s own keen perception 
pours into this person who has been depicted too 
bored care. 


The young model, Cecilia, represents the human sex 
drive incarnate. She passionate animal, without 
morals, without intelligence and without malice. She 
lives her senses, enjoys what the indulgence can 
bring her and quite willingly bears the vagaries 
life she never thinks about. She not professional 
Prostitute but simply girl who takes her pleasure 
wherever and whenever she can without too much fuss. 
She has certain loyalty the man the hour but 
finds repugnance serving first one and then the 
This attitude hers, her insouciance, takes hold 
Dino’s sensibilities. fascinated despite him- 
self, despite his protested boredom. confused 
‘the contrast between her actual simplicity and lack 
interest” and the passion she inspires. Dino fact, 
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relates his boredom that tries mightily possess 
her more than momentary physical sense. 
his hope that possession. will enabled reject 
her, because the logic boredom has taught him that 
the possession itself will source boredom and 
therefore rejection. 

Dino’s passionate need reject Cecilia becomes ironi- 
cally enough, compulsive obsession possess, own 
her. Gradually, the pursuit reduces him man. 
Almost spectator his own disintegration, 
watches himself lose dignity his own eyes. sees 
the story Balestrieri’s decline and fall oddly taking 
place his own case. The spectacle seems only 
plunge him more deeply into the morass philo- 
sophical boredom, carnal profligacy and moral degener- 
ation that his life. tries buy her but forced 
accept the ultimate ignominy knowing that 
Cecilia gives his money another lover. follows 
her, tormenting himself with the knowledge her 
other trysts. Finally, his pressures mount the point 
where deliberately drives his speeding car into 
tree, the close the novel, found hos- 
pital bed, reflecting that really loved Cecilia “with 
love that was new and different,” that would try 
paint again, that somehow, his contact with reality 
might yet established. 

This just bit too much for the thoughtful reader 
take. Despite all its existentialist trappings, despite the 
Viareggia prize, The Canvas emerges not 
much work art the by-product artist 
with words,—the author has indeed mastered his craft. 
But this instance, his central creation simply does 
not stand the test artistic consistency; better 
far, Aristotle’s probable impossibility than the im- 
probable possibility Dino’s existence. 


When the prose winnowed its compassionate color, 
craft and style, Dino’s stature comes down that 
leech, whining lump self-pity whose 
soul-searching begins and ends with the justification 
himself. Thus Dino’s boredom reduces itself en- 
counter with the nothingness his own lack inner 
resource. this, the novel loses whatever authentic 
base existential thought might have had. For 
the Sartrian existentialist shows elementary courage 
the face the futility his own existence, while 
the existentialist Gabriel Marcel makes love and 
communion the enriching values life. All are sub- 
jective, but Dino’s complete, insulated subjectivity des- 
troys any significance may have person the 
mind the reader. has meaning only himself 
and other. 
Apart from its unworthy moral content, The Empty 
Canvas substantially artistic failure, despite the 
undoubted skill its writing. the last analysis, 
becomes regrettably just another piece sophisticated 
sensationalism. Students the contemporary novel 
will have read this classic example artistry with- 
out art. one else need bother. 

Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D. 


Painter, Charlotte The Fortunes Laurie Breaux 
Little, Brown. Oct. 20, 1961. 311p. $4.75. (IIb) 


Laurie Breaux, heralded the publisher one the 
few “picaresque heroines American fiction,” 
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teen-ager Louisiana the end World War II. Her 
story presented first person narration, mostly 
straight time sequence. Laurie one those numer- 
ous contemporary heroines who are Searching for Some- 
thing. Whatever is, doesn’t seem marriage. 


Laurie first seeks It, (salvation from the squalor her 
environment, perhaps), affair with young soldier 
named Zachary, whom she becomes pregnant. 
Zachary loses his sanity some accident; not re- 
corded that Laurie ever bothers look him after 
that. give her unborn child name, she marries 
Shelby Ellis, drama instructor the college she 
attends, But Shelby not dominating and manly 
enough for her, she leaves him, with something 
the “What choice had I?” reasoning Our Gal Sun- 
day. The baby, Madeleine, grows with some occa- 
sional attention from her mother, but Laurie New 
York now, still searching. She becomes enamoured 
somewhat improbable chap named Jonathan, an- 
thropologist and Indian. She also becomes highly 
successful career girl public relations, though just 
what she does anybody’s guess. 

After spat with Jonathan, she takes for awhile 
with somebody named Fred, then goes back Jona- 
than. all this confusing, should added that 
numerous other characters drift into and out the 
story quite unpredictably. Jonathan dies. Laurie’s 
daughter asks, “What next, Mother?” and Mother 
doesn’t know, but the reader has good idea. 

Charlotte Painter skilled writer who has contrib- 
uted the New Yorker and fellow the Mac- 


Colony where she wrote this, her first novel. 


She good characterizing the few characters she 
seems interested in. Her point seems that, 
Laurie’s words, game worth the candle must 
played with man.” Whatever the merits this 
thesis, there are some rules the game, and she seems 
have bestowed thought upon them, 

Robert Nordberg, Ed.D., 

Marquette University 


Malamud, Bernard New Life 
Straus Cudahy. 367p. $4.95. 


Well, well, well! Who would have thought that 
much was going college English departments? 
This reviewer, after some twenty-five years teaching, 
can only sigh and admit that never his experience 
did meet with such “fun and games.” Seriously, 
New Life has much recommend academic 
novel. proposes certain very real problems which 
confront all sensitive teachers, more particularly those 
who feel that the humanities should not become the 
“service subjects” for the technologists and the slide- 
rule fanatics. There are some wise and witty things 
said the novelist about such diverse subjects “pub- 
lish perish,” objective examinations, the teaching 
English composition, and the subservience academic 
persons the whims college administrations. 

When Levin arrives from New York City the 
campus state college the Pacific Northwest, 
fired with zeal, starry-eyed with hopes for himself 
and his future instructor English. When 
retreats from the scene, dismissed from his post after 
single year, his ideals are shattered and his hopes dis- 


Oct. 1961. 
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sipated; but therein lies the tale, for actually 
incompetent who brings down destruction because 
his own failure observe moral code. 


Mr. Malamud has really written two novels New 
Life: one, which concerns itself with the academic 
and with the problems contemporary college 
ing very fine novel indeed; the second which 
volves about the rather complicated sex life Mr, 
Levin and his affairs with sundry ladies, including the 
wife his immediate superior, second-rate, shoddy 
thing unworthy the author’s very real talents, for 
Malaund can write with charm and occasion with 
genuine distinction. has keen, subtle sense 
humor, and fine eye and ear for the inside workings 
academic community. Some may find his 


Joycean style bit mannered and derivative; but 
keeps under admirable control; and his Levin 


memorable character many ways his proto 
type Leopold Bloom. 

Mature adults, and especially members college and 
university faculties will find New Life amusing 
many ways, and little too close their own lives for 


comfort perhaps. Stephen Ryan, Ph.D. 


Lowery, Bruce Scarred 
Vanguard. 160p. $3.75. (Ila) 


American author Bruce Lowery wrote this compact 
novel boy haunted disfiguring facial blemish 
first French and then English. His aim was appar- 
ently greater stylistic precision. And the work notable 
for direct, uncluttered narration. 


recent arrival town, thirteen-year-old Jeff 
greeted new classmates with howling derision 
cause small scar from corrected harelip. Despite 
the teacher’s ineffectual protests, the group’s taunts 
continue for weeks, Then one day Willy, decent 
lad some influence, comes Jeff’s defense. Starved 
for companionship, Jeff tags along after Willy, becom- 
ing hotly jealous the latter’s other friends. Then 
yielding irrational urge, Jeff steals his idol’s prize 
stamps. Tormented afterwards conscience, yet 
lies glibly all interrogators, and then returns most 
the loot way that implicates hated rival. More 
and more deeply enmeshed guilt and fear, 
last restored faith God and sense love and 
joy finding Easter egg hidden for him ador- 


death. 


The agonies this stricken adolescent are tellingly 
conveyed. Yet the work remains unsatisfactory, that 
leaves too much inadequately explained. Youngsters 
admittedly can brutal, but the consistent viciousness 
this class approaches the monstrous. Moreover, 
rapid transformation from decent average youth wily 
petty criminal only partially plausible. And, finally, 
the Easter egg conversion, while gratifying, leaves 
much unanswered. Will the boy now face things 
and clear the accused schoolmate? will merely 
feeling good all over? For those who like chal- 
lenges, there are plenty here. But novel, Scarred 
sidesteps too many motivation problems accepting 
self-evident truths some debatable psychological 


sumptions. Joan Thellusson Nourse, Ph.D., 
Seton Hall University 
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Birmingham, Stephen The Towers Love 
Little, Brown. Oct. 23,1961. 309p. $4.95. (IIb) 

The central figure this novel supposedly Hugh 
Carey, but actually Hugh’s mother Alexandra (or 
Sandy, she prefers) who dominates the story, just 
she dominates the lives her children, and her domi- 
nation not pretty thing behold. 

When Hugh Carey sells his share his successful ad- 
vertising business, his wife, resenting his decision, leaves 
him and Hugh decides visit his family while plan- 
ning his future. There finds that Edrita, his child- 
hood sweetheart and neighbor, also home for visit. 
Although married herself, Edrita sees this her sec- 
ond chance win Hugh and, while attempting en- 
lighten Hugh about Sandy’s true character, she also 
attempts seduce him. eventually comes 
realize what Sandy is; however, decides that any 
new life begins must unencumbered remem- 
brances things past. When Sandy’s manipulating 
results the suicide Hugh’s sister, Hugh finally faces 
the facts his life. However, his final leave-taking 
home, Sandy, and Edrita less gesture strength 
than manifestation the adolescent struggle for in- 
dependence, which should have occurred long before 
his current age thirty. 

Against this plot-line the characters Hugh and 
Edrita seem like paperdolls compared Sandy. She 
displays many-faceted character whose roles include 
the devoted mother, the glamor mother, the “pal” 
her children. the story ends, she revealed 
neurotic woman who has never known what any kind 
love really means. 

The setting for the story the world the well-to-do 
Easterners, with little Lake Forest thrown for good 
measure. But the whole picture overdrawn, 
though outsider looking in, rather than 
member the family, speak, who could criticize 
while remaining tolerant and amused the family 


foibles. other words, Birmingham Marquand 


Turngren, Ellen 


and Towers Love pretty much like its jacket illus- 
tration, pretentious but empty castle. 
Angela Ambrose, 
Moline, 
Hearts Are the Fields 


Longmans, Green. Oct. 183p. $3.50. 
ental 


Miss Turngren has been writing for many years, mostly 
about the Minnesota farm life she knows well. Her 
knowledge gives her books authentic, believable 
background, and her characters stand well. 

This story takes place early the 1900’s, and con- 
cerns the doings Nils Ensberg and his wife, and their 
The book’s theme the difficulties, not 
tragedies, which are brought about domineering 
father who purports love his children. But, 
quite evident, loves them only wishes them 
be, not are. 

For Nils-Daniel, the oldest, his father has chosen the 
profession law, with the Presidency ultimately 
mind! twenty, Nils-Daniel wants nothing but 
the successful farmer his father is, and married 
little Eunice Hansen, the pretty school teacher. For 
Susan, the next oldest, her father dreams the vale- 
dictorian honors for her class; when she fails achieve 
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this, doesn’t her graduation. For Paul, the 
dedicated student, the plans include being farmer, 
and the younger two children. 

children’s capabilities and desires. But here, too, 
stubborn man, and the troubles causes everyone are 
neither minor nor temporary. 

Susan the main character, and she loves Charlie 
Stewart, who has job and considered rather 
worthless young man Papa Ensberg. Susan has 
tendency like her father, and finds herself trying 
dominate Charlie. She tries love the bank man 
(staid, well established) but avail, She finally 
straightens herself out. Paul, desperate continue his 


schooling, instead doing farm work, runs away from 


home. Everything finally works out, but harm has 
been done these young hearts. 

The book would fine reading for teen-agers, but 
also has strong message parents; accept your chil- 
dren they are, and love them despite their differ- 
ences from your dreams. Better still, project future 
for them. them, but let them find their own 


way. Mary Elizabeth Reedy, 
Nebraska 
Habe, Hans Ilona 


Translated from the German Michael Bullock; adapted 
for the American edition Catherine Hutter. Harcourt, 
Brace World. Oct. 25, 1961. 631p. $5.95. (IIb) 

Its jacket boasts that Hans Habe’s twentieth book was 
the best-selling novel the year Germany and al- 
ready has been published fourteen countries. This 
record seems more tribute readers’ endurance than 
their discrimination since the demimonde that Ilona 
explores has been reported the point triteness 
from Pamela and Vanity Fair Forever Amber and 
host pulp true-romance. 

The story stretches from 1886 1956, spanning three 
generations women who involve themselves the 
fortunes the Hungarian aristocracy during its decline 
from the heyday Franz Joseph the present Com- 
munistic oppression. The social and political elements, 
however, even though steadily discernible, provide only 
subordinatd background the marital maneuvers and 
extra-marital excesses the three heroines. 

The dominant figure throughout Ilona Horvath, who 
seventeen leaves the small town Kisnemet and her 
station-master father join her Aunt Rosa’s fashion 
salon glamorous world Budapest. The salon, 
though, proves high-class brothel, and Ilona 
involved with three the patrons and pregnancy before 
she abandons “love” favor becoming Prince Kan- 
towski’s mistress. give her social acceptability, the 
prince buys Baron Rattowitz husband for her and 
legitimacy for her daughter, Zita, born month later. 
The baron promptly vanishes except for brief death- 
bed reappearance hundreds pages later. 

First Vienna, then St. Petersburg during Kantowski’s pre- 
war ambassadorship, and later Vienna again during the 
war provide the early settings. Zita proves barrier 
Vatican annulment when Kantowski eventually wants 
marry Ilona, but then she has fallen love with 
Zoltan, Kisnemet nonentity who has become famous 
musician. This futile affection, however, lapses the 
face Zoltan’s selfish dedication, war-time nursing 
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for Ilona, and subsequent destitution for the old aris- 
tocracy. 

Book Two Ilona dishearteningly sees most her 
own mistakes repeated Zita. After concubinage, 
pregnancy, and abortion, the teen-age daughter settles 
into unhappy marriage with Paul Oppel, whose 
forgeries quickly force him flee Brazil. Zita then 
travels several years Zoltan’s mistress before Paul 
divorces her and she eventually marries civil engineer 
named Konrad Severin. Following his death the 
army, daughter Eva born; Zita leaves her Kisnemet 
for safekeeping while she tries futilely 
spectability Munich. Alcoholism, however, reduces 
her degradation and suicide after sexual debauch 
with American soldier. 

Meantime Ilona has been widowed and remarried 
Stefan Herrdegen, whose anti-Nazi publications send 
them into melancholy exile, first London and then 
New York. When they get back Munich and 
regain Eva (in Book Three), the seventeen-year-old girl 
proves true her ancestry two brief affairs before she 
bestows herself Martin, aspiring novelist. Stefan’s 
death then leaves Ilona alone carry the publish- 
ing house and pass the wisdom her seventy years 
Eva. She approves the granddaughter’s marriage 
Martin with this final, sage admonition: “Stay weak, 
Eva. the only strength women have.” 

host other portraits and several subplots are inter- 
mingled, the most notable being account 
brother, Lajos, who achieves high rank with the Com- 
munists but final martyrdom the Hungarian peasants’ 


revolt. These add only minor change from the sus- 


tained series romanticized escapades and melodra- 
matic climaxes that feature the central story. 
blind aspirations social importance, Zita’s unformed 
character, and Kantowski’s solid practicality have occa- 
sional psychological interest; and the moral decline that 
accompanied the political disintegration Europe 
shows impressive sadness thematic worth. Yet 
the book ultimately has regrettably heavy dependence 
shabby romanticism that demands adult evalua- 
tion almost every one its numerous sections. 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Elgin, Robert The Halliday Affair 
McGraw-Hill. Oct. 23,1961. 248p. $4.95. (IIb) 


Robert Elgin, presumably obstetrician and gynecol- 
ogist large British hospital, has written fascinat- 
ing, easy-to-read novel about young gynecologist, An- 
drew Grant, and some Grant’s experiences first 
assistant Doctor Waters. Waters pictured 
arrogant, conceited, fairly brilliant martinet, specialist 
with unwarranted prejudice for surgery the treat- 
ment cancer. Young Grant, completely dominated 
Waters, persuades Mrs. Halliday against her own 
and her reluctant family’s early opposition, undergo 
surgical operation. Mrs. Halliday’s son, Ted, holds 
out against Doctor Grant’s persuasive coaxing unto the 
very last and, when things finally bad, Ted, aided 
and abetted scandal-mongering newspaper man, 
explodes the whole sensational “Halliday Affair.” 


Grant, his wife, members the hospital staff, the Hal- 
lidays and, finally Waters and the British Medical 
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Bureau are brought into the malicious situation. 
made the scapegoat and his personal life 
affected, his professional career jeopardized, before the 
whole unfortunate muddle ultimately settled. 
The ever-present controversial problems 
particularly they pertain the most efficacious plan 
treatment, the convictions, honesty, integrity and 
deed occasional bias surgeons their efforts 
suade the questioning few patients—especially thos 
with strong objections operation—of the 
for major surgery preference other forms 
apy are cleanly brought into the open. Who 
make the final decision? The patient? The 
relatives? the doctor? The author ventures 
swer these questions the Halliday Affair. 
The characters the book are vividly and 
drawn. Grant’s wife resents her busband’s being called 
away evenings for emergencies and has difficulty 
justing the frugal life struggling young 
Unknowingly, she also has attractive and 
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young nurse, Veronica, temporary 
Grant’s hospital colleagues, including Ted Davis who 
risks playing around with the nurses even though 
duty, typical the eager-to-learn young doctors 
dergoing postgraduate training. The smug, though 
unemotional and matronly nurse, Sister Ashworth, 
less genuine. The Halliday Affair highly 
matic, appealing and realistic novel. merits 
tial popularity among adult readers. Its author, Mr. 
Elgin, gifted craftsman and novelist. 


William White, M.D., 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 


Wilder, Robert Plough the Sea 
Putnam. 416p. $4.95. (IIb) 


Jorge Ojeda now dictator the Caribbean island 
San Rafael. Ojeda was born Tampa, Florida, the 
son poor cigar maker and Negro mother. After 
his father’s death, wandered around the South, 
eventually finding employment fisherman. 
meets Juan Cespedes, and close friendship 
formed between the two men. They serve with distinc 
tion the Marine Corps, and after the war they are 
hired mercenaries help overthrow the government 
San Rafael. Ojeda leads the army and assumes 
control the revolutionary movement. becomes 
the president and new dictator. Ojeda sensitive 
one point: his part-Negro background. keeps this 
information secret. meets and falls love with 
Ferris Dessaline, who comes from wealthy and aristo 
cratic stock. The attraction mutual. They wish 
marry, but the union forbidden Ferris’ 
mother. Ferris defies this proscription; but 
sation with Ojeda, she reveals that she would 
miliated possess Negro blood. Although they not 
quarrel, Ojeda realizes that marriage with Ferris 
would not successful. Ojeda does not blame Ferris 
for her attitude. does not believe her fault; 
simply the conditioning which society has given her. 
the meantime new revolutionary movement, this 
time against Ojeda himself, has been developing. 

pedes, Ojeda’s right-hand man, leads this rebellion, and 
Ojeda overthrown. Since the situation with Ferris 
hopeless, Ojeda has little interest the proceedings, 
and awaits his fate prison. Cespedes appears and 
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takes Ojeda off the island fishing boat. The two 
them are now free from the governmental and poli- 
tical intrigues San Raphael. They can wander about, 
fish, and lead their own lives. 
Although Robert Wilder’s novel begins well, with 
long purple passage, soon falls into rather common- 
place category. Improbabilities and coincidences multi- 
ply, and happenings which any newspaper could fur- 
nish increase number and obviousness. The meeting 
Ojeda and Ferris unnatural; their romance never 
comes alive. Massau, ancient native, dragged into 
the story mid-point, awakens some interest, and then 
disappears the author ceases have any use for him. 
The ending, above all, most distressing since makes 
the reader feel has been led through countless pages 
anti-climax. One puts this book down with 
feeling how inconsequential this novel is. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 


New York, New York 


Heller, Joseph Catch-22 


on| Simon and Schuster. Oct. 10, 1961. 443p. $5.95. (IIb) 


ors Everything’s A-OK and suddenly there you are your 
back the regions Dryden’s thin partition, flying 


Mr. 


the edge madness, maneuvering your mind the 
antics bedlamite bomber squadron II, per- 
forming some the zaniest stunts the rationally- 
illogic since that time the Marx brothers proposed 
build building next door the one they couldn’t 
from. Catch-22 the escape clause the Air 
Force uses its contract with its officers keep them 
flying (and dying). there are missions fly be- 
fore rotation, Col. Cathcart raises them 70. 
quotes catch-22. bomber pilot needs grounding 
because he’s near mental collapse, the flight surgeon 
tells him, says you’ve always got what 
your commanding officer tells you you must 
obey regulations, and since regulations tell you obey 
every order, that’s the catch. neat little syllogism? 
There are more—bombs more—than that. 
This strange novel the serio-comic like other 
you’ve ever fact, it’s not novel all but 
Overburyean (and overbearing) character 
sketches connected loosely the picaresque hero, Lt. 
Yossarian. Yossarian slightly off his rocker; has 
unnatural fearful fear death. watches 
horror Snowden’s, the young tail gunner’s, guts fall out 
(“Where are the Snowdens and later 
appears the trees, like Mad Sweeney, naked pro- 
test against risking his life another bomb run. 
also slightly oversexed and almost loses his life being 
solicitous his pal’s whore’s kid sister. Other crack- 
order rank are the brass who run the war for 
the greater honor and glory themselves—there’s Col. 
Cathcart, equivocator who will even sacrifice his 
men order make the Saturday Evening Post; there 
are the Generals Dreedle and Peckem, rivals for com- 
mand, who are superseded General Sheisskopf (he’s 
over parades and lets more than rank his 
ead); then come the lesser ranks—there’s Chaplain 
Shipman, inept and fear-struck that his chaplain’s 
assistant puts the fear God him; next there’s 
Major (the IBM machine erred) Major Major, the 
Squadron commander, anthropophobic allows 


see him and bored with red tape that 
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amuses himself signing official documents “Wash- 
ington Irving,” “Irving Washington,” when really 
bored, “John Milton;” then there’s still Milo Minder- 
binder; there’s always one who thrives war war 
novels; who has the best formula for running 
war—form corporation, “everybody has share,” con- 
tract with the Germans bomb your own installations 
profit, when faced with financial catastrophe 
buying unwisely into Egyptian cotton, sell real cotton 
candy. 

All these characters are drawn the tradition 
good classical farce. found myself laughing uncon- 
trollably most the tipped-mind situations they in- 
volve themselves in. But you list, the old morality 
play has it, leave out the serious parts. Regrettably Mr. 
Heller chooses give message, and turns 
the now old existentialist one: the face suffering, 
endure; ripeness all, and all that. Why good comic 
novel suddenly veers from insanity (the stuff the 
ridiculous) sanity (that way madness lies) beyond 


me. Maybe figuring out the author’s mixed purposes 
University Scranton 
Cleary, Jon North from Thursday 
Morrow. Oct. 373p. $3.95. (IIb) 


North from Thursday tense, powerful novel. Its 
tautness begins with the arrival Elizabeth Palyardi 
the patrol post Kundavi; ends only with the escape 
eruption which almost traps them this mountain 
fastness. between, the reader caught the cross- 
fires the beautiful but treacherous atmosphere which 
holds, and helps breed, doubt, the explosive na- 
tures the inhabitants (kanakas, the white men call 
them) and the men and women who have come 
‘save’ them. 

queer sense being trapped conveyed the 
reader the very outset. Not only landing and 
taking off from the precarious airstrip dangerous; 
crossing the gorge the fragile bridges built handle 
traffic, both human and motor; are the dirt tracks 
which become slippery during the rain, and rains 
regularly. One misstep, one failure the tires the 
Landrover catch the proper moment could mean 
sudden death. Equally unpredictable, everyone, 
the behavior the natives whose internecine wars 
and cannibalism could erupt any moment, for almost 
any ‘reason’ all. wonder that the people 
who make the post personnel have frayed personal- 
ities subject hysteria, selfishness, brutality, fear 
with equal uncertainty. 

Any retelling the basic story would make the novel 
sound insipid, and anything but that. necessi- 
tates the skill master recreate the gorgeous 
colors, the vastness and opulence, the exotic magnifi- 
cence which New Guinea. takes more than the 
puny talents reviewer superimpose this the 
impending threat this temple Nature with the 
sure hand the novelist, impossible redescribe 
the customs and practices the natives with the vivid- 
ness with which Jon Cleary has presented them. 
were, the gallery characters has presented here 
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with such deftness and surety. Suffice say that 
all these things are present abundance, the work 
master 

This Roy Narvo’s story, and dominates it. The 
Macys, Father Mike Shawn, Peter Traxal, Jack and 
Mary Bermingham, Joan Duggan, Elizabeth, Frank 
Rossi, Paiwo, Beraki, the Vaikaka and Benamaua tribes, 
even the officials Goroka—all are satellites this 
one man for whose glory they seem exist. Yet, they 
are all three-dimensional characters; all are complete, 
distinctly individual, intimately real. That they are all 
not necessarily admirable required for the develop- 
ment the story. 


With the final great volcanic eruption, however, when 
all are reduced Nature’s puppets, playthings some- 
thing bigger than themselves and equally unpredictable, 
their better selves emerge: they become amazingly hu- 
man. The sharing danger makes them alike 
does the gray covering volvanic dust which, sym- 
bolically, removes all physical differences. Then they 
learn the true meaning love mankind mankind. 
This great novel human passions and the human 
struggle survive against the odds. recommended 
for the mature, adult audience for which was 


doubt written. 
Oscar Bouise, Litt.D., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Calisher, Hortense False Entry 
Little, Brown. Oct. 30, 1961. 484p. $5.75. (IIb) 
Those who decry the literary worth current novels, 
finding them lacking craftsmanship, characterization, 
description and general all around depth, will rejoice 
the appearance after six years work Hortense 
Calisher’s first novel, False Entry. Miss Calisher not 
casual writer, not the easy-reading kind, all who 
remarked her famous short stories are aware. She 
obviously hard working writer and the result 
polished, perfected diamond that glistens deep within, 
letting its facets shine with brilliance that exact, 
not accidental, cut her pen that every level 
the mind shines clear, bright, sharp. 


superficial reading False Entry will fascinate the 
average reader, but close study will reward the serious 
reader with thesaurus allusions and symbols this 
argosy personality who voyeur par excellence, 
endowed with hermetic privilege that enables him 
enter the lives all meets passes from the 
particular the The reader who cares little 
for symbolism will nevertheless become interested 
the sheer power Miss Calisher’s writing. Philoso- 
phers will weigh the epigrammatic ruminations the 
will thrilled not much with 
the plot with the deft handling the Doppleganger 
hero. Sociologists will find commentary American 
and English society which makes the “public life” 
the voyeur whose memoir False Entry is. 

Miss Calisher has structured her novel the form 
memoir that chronicles the life the present the 
forty-ish “Pierre Goodman” who seeks identification 
himself means entry, most often false and incom- 
plete, into the lives others. How this Hermes effects 
his entry, going back means his remarkable mem- 


Best SELLER; 


ory (he encyclopoedist) told times the 
first person, then the third, and finally the first, 
The memoir begins the beginning with his birth 
English-continental household Armistice Day, 
Having entered, the hero can not complete his ques 
for happiness because class barriers. His mother 
all the Goodmans had habit dreaming windows 
that for years thought obscurely the habit 
class not mine.” 
Dora Cross takes her child from the Goodmans 
America. Here, Tuscana, Alabama, she marries her 
sister’s widower, George Higby. When she persuades 
her son adopt the uncle’s name, our hero changes 
the document deception, causing his mother have 
stroke court when the new name proclaimed: 
Pierre Goodman. His real name never learn, 
Sir Joseph Goodman (at the book’s end) says 
George Higby. Life Tuscana far from dull: The 
K.K.K. spied upon, later witnessed against Pierre, 
This has serious consequences: he, his mother and 
uncle are targets for sniper’s gun. This scene 
example Miss Calisher’s tense action-packed 
graphs which she writes with the same fluidity she 
breathes into her psychological delvings. Tuscana, 
Pierre makes several false entries. enters the life 
Miss Pridden, the town’s symbol the Old South; 
enters and cruelly leaves the life pathetic Ger 
man school teacher who pleads with Pierre use the 
familiar Du. Semple another person, and seems 
sense the trial that Pierre lying; Johnny Fortuna 
yet another and sort Huck Finn with whom 
Pierre has pairing. When Pierre leaves Tuscana 
spends his “passionate salad days” Columbia. 
Calisher’s writing particularly sharp and_ incisive 
here. typical college love affair cannot grant him 
the identity seeks: another false entry. Pierre 
becomes accomplished encyclopoedist and 
ous coincidence enters the household the Mannixes 
New York. this Goodmanesque house meets 
Ruth who comes dangerously close knowing the real 
Pierre. This frightens our hero and puts her off, 
afraid that the pretense and all pretending will cease. 
revisits the Goodmans London, realizes there 
that “what one cannot enter, one seeks 
returns New York, awaits Ruth with whom now 
can honest: 
“The bell rings. she. walk toward This the 
entry. Nothing concludes but the power on. walk 
toward. The ordinary, like lichen, covers all.” 
Much could said about this book. Since first 
novel, one might think that would subject much 
criticism, but Miss Calisher’s writing would overpowet 
any pedantic critique. This book one the few 
novels the 1960’s that will read more than once. 
Beatus Lucey, 
St. Mary’s Abbey, Delbarton, 
Morristown, New Jersey 


Narayn, Deane The Small Stradivari 
Abelard-Schuman. Sept. 21, 1961. 223p. $3.95. (Ila) 


This the story unassuming and timid 
teacher, who comes New York sell violin which 
has been his family for generations. does not 
know the true worth the instrument and goes from 
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dealer dealer endeavoring ascertain it. 
search for buyer, learns much the history 
different types violins, and learns little more about 
people and life general. The tone the novel 
light, though the author has sound moral here, which 
many American men might well take heart. But 
novel must have more than moral. And indeed this 
one might have lived the promise suspense 
its earlier pages. But toward the middle the tale 
tends drag and the outcome becomes obvious long 
before the end. There certain element surprise 
the ending, but doesn’t compensate. However, 
this first novel and perhaps the author may achieve 
something more noteworthy his second one. 


Mairin Elias, 
Gardwood, New Jersey 
Frisch, Max The Chinese Wall 
Wang. Sept. 121p. $4.00 cloth, $1.75 
paper. (Ila) 


addition successful career architecture, Zurich 
born Max Frisch has earned enviable reputation 
The Chinese Wall, written 1946 and re- 
vised 1955, quickly won acclaim the continent 
and, somewhat belatedly, becomes the first Frisch work 
translated and published the United States. 
Although heavily indebted Wilder and Brecht for 
theatrical and stylistic devices, this thoughtful, thor- 
oughly pessimistic play has distinctive flavor its 
own; farcical and form, addresses 
itself the problem mans survival nuclear age. 
The year 221 B.C. and the “Great Wall,” planned 
defensive rampart against barbaric peoples, has just 
been completed; honor this monumental achieve- 
ment, the Emporer Tsin She Hwang gives gigantic 
inaugural ball. Among his many guests are Romeo and 
Juliet, Pontius Pilate, Philip Spain, Brutus, Napoleon, 
Columbus and Don Juan. But the most important per- 
sonage all The Contemporary, for he, the intellec- 
tual, our link with the past and our hope for the 
future. With him and through him are urged 
examine awful truth: “The end the world can 
(thanks technology) the more nakedly stand, like 
Adam and Eve before the primal question 


Although the mood The Chinese Wall one pro- 
found despair, Frisch lightens somewhat with the 
skillful use irony, colorful images and witty barbs 
aimed universal clichés, empty slogans and hypocriti- 
cal postures. All combine make this lucidly written 
play one which the scholarly Harold Clurman terms 
“both intelligent and naif, smiling parade and 
earnest Jeremiad, gentle and mordant.” The 
closest Frisch comes proposing solution for the 
slight whim the part the man the throne, 
breakdown, touch neurosis, flame struck 
his madness, moment impatience because 
indigestion—and the jig up. The rest silence— 
tadioatcive silence.” And later the play adds; 
save Christianity! There remains us, fact, 
the obligation behave like Christians.” However, 
the light past performance, the author offers little 
hope for humane, intelligent actions the future. 
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This stimulating play, truly distinctive writer, 
enthusiastically recommended for all mature and 


thoughtful readers. Sister Gregory, O.P., 


Rosary College, 
River Forest, Illinois 


From Where Was Lying 
Abelard-Schuman. Oct. 24,1961. $3.95. (IV) 
This rather disappointing novel begins and ends 
analyst’s couch. between romps and out 
beds with amazing regularity. The plot weak, the 
characters resemble animals rather than human beings 
their moral attitudes, and the protagonist, David, 
drags the reader through page after page humorless 


David, From Where Was Lying begins nowhere and 
ends mid-air. The characters are not moved, they 
are kicked, prodded, and treated with indignity. 
the reader. Perhaps the unkindest cut all that 
are promised more the same. This the second 
book tetralogy, maybe better called “swillology.” 
represents offense good taste, insult the 
reader’s intelligence, and waste paper that might 
have been better used litter the window pet 
shop. Don’t throw away your money this one. 


Joseph Max Munzel 


Hebson, Ann The Lattimer Legend 
Macmillan. Nov. 325p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Novels dealing with the South draw the in- 
terest the reading public. Now, undoubtedly mind- 
ful the Civil War centennial, the Macmillan Com- 
pany offers The Lattimer Legend, work com- 
pounded all the ingredients the standard historical 
Yet the publisher selected for his 1961 Fiction 
Award. The reason evident. Miss Hebson 
accomplished story-teller. She has not written great 
novel but one which very good and often engrossing. 


effect, there are two plot threads. Tom Lattimer, 
the jaded heir old family name and fortune, drifts 
aimlessly through his disordered life. has long since 
abandoned search for sanity his existence. Old 
Joel, his grandfather, Tom’s last link his family’s 
past. Confederate veteran, some one-hundred-ten- 
years old, Joel’s mind wavers between the Cause and 
hatred the Yankees. Tom accidentally discovers the 
diaries Kate Lattimer, Joel’s step-mother who had 
run off with Rebel captain shortly after her husband’s 
death Gettysburg. Tom’s interest the story Kate 
Lattimer grows into obsession, resulting eventually 
decision accept his responsibilities man and 
Lattimer. Kate draws him greater respect for 
Joel, the grandfather had considered disreput- 
able. 


Miss Hebson almost succeeds carrying the two 
parallel tales simultaneously, There are too many coin- 
cidental events; perhaps the author was attempting 
knot her loose strands. Unfortunately, almost every 
character The Lattimer Legend suffers from sexual 
inhibitions lack them. There are well dark 
hints incest, Oedipus complexes, frigidity, miscegena- 
tion and what Whitman euphemistically referred 
“the manly love comrades.” These seem 


the first, 
quest 
| 
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Southern novelists’ materia propria. any inference 
can drawn from their work, that the South lost 
because was fighting two fronts, the fields war 
and personal conduct. There are some minor stylis- 
tic defects The Lattimer Legend (e.g., inconsist- 
ency speech patterns) but general, Miss Hebson 
overcomes them the sheer sweep her story. 


There abiding spirit place and history. Listen 

old Joel, his deathbed, exhorting his grandson: 
never understand! You’re too damned ashamed 
me, you little fool! What you don’t know that those 
days believed God and country, duty and honor, 
sin and virtue, loyalty and family. But you never even 
listened me. You jist shut your mind against believing 
could have ever had reason Cause. There ain’t 
but three things important this life, Tom. Ain’t but three 
things that endure and have any meaning love, work, 
and the land. You remember that, boy, and survive. 


Taken out context these statements appear sermoniz- 
ing; yet, how refreshing read them. Those who like 
their history served colorful fiction should enjoy The 


Lattimer Legend. Certainly, Hollywood will. But 
Nicholas Loprete, Jr,. 
Fordham University 
Clue Works 


Shock Treatment Winfred van Atta, (Doubleday. 
190p. $2.95; young actor hired play the 
part patient mental hospital order prove 
that murderer does not belong there; his antagonists 
are clever and his dangerous play due for longer 
run that suspected. The plot good; but action 
and dialogue are only so-so Elizabeth Fenwick 
handicaps herself with detective who old and 
blind, but makes Friend Mary Rose better-than- 
usual suspense story Mr. Nicholas, from 
bed, begins his search for the villain who followed 
nine-year-old girl into empty house one night with 
the worst intentions, (Harper. 187p. $3.50; 
Message from Sirius Cecil Jenkins, (Dodd, Mead. 
246p. $3.50; IIb), the author’s first effort this field 


Best 


and the reader sure enjoy the style, the story and 
the author’s originality, though may find the 
little too starry. This was international 


White, (Harper. 243p. $3.95; IIa), takes 
England the turn the century. Captain 
dale, rake and fraud, settles farm with 
wealthy woman who poses his bride; she soon dis 
appears and the outcome obvious, but the author use 
too many pages reach Unsung Road Simon} 
Harvester, (Walker. 188p. $3.50; IIa), story set 
Iran, featuring British secret agents and British oil 
terests, threats revolution, and the smuggling guns 
The author has wonderful way with words and 
unique style, staccato and poetic Three Cases 
Mr. Campion the omnibus title for collection 
three Margery Allingham’s detective stories 
the egregiously British Albert Campion, “The Fashion| 
Shrouds,” “The Gyrth Chalice Mystery,” and 
tor’s Purse, (Doubleday. 604p. $4.50; 
missed any the three when first published, this will! 
fine bargain; you may even find rereading 
agreeable, since, after the manner 
Christie, Mrs. Allingham’s tales are complicated 


make them forgetable. 


Ten Rillington Place Ludovic Kennedy 
the hideous story multiple murderer John 
Christie, whose house the address the title in| 
London least eight bodies women were 
prior Christie’s capture, Timothy Evans, 
had been tried and executed for the murder his 
and daughter. Kennedy claims Evans was 
His story the sordid crimes sensational, (Simon 
Schuster. 288p. $4.95; IIb) Hesketh Pearson 
another portrait his gallery biographies with 
Conan Doyle, creator the most famous detective 
them all, Sherlock Holmes, (Walker. 256p. $5.00; 
“interpretative” biography, the sense that 
Pearson tries “get inside” this complex character who 
came hate the supersleuth his creation and 
dabble spiritualism. All detective-story fans will 
find this most agreeable. 
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Alderman, Clifford Lindsey 

Samuel Adams: Son Liberty 
Holt, Rinehart Winston. Oct. 16, 1961. 199p. $3.50. 


This book, written for youngsters fourteen years 
age, thrilling and, the same time, objective and 
authenticated historical biography. Clifford Alderman 
presents Samuel Adams not absolutely faultless 
shining armor, but very real human being 
who, besides enjoying triumphs, suffered failures, made 
mistakes, and times even resorted tactics which 
anything but laudatory, his dedication the 
cause freedom. The reading Samuel Adams: Son 
Liberty is, many respects,a very rewarding experi- 


q 


Dana 
Physician; Healer and Scientist 
Oct. 16,1961. 129p. $3.50. 


the possible exception engineering there are 
more vocational books dealing with the medi- 
profession than any other occupation. This new 
the series Macmillan Career Books an- 
other expert treatment the subject and has the added 
merit being well-written work. For young people 
considering career medicine Doctor Atchley’s treat- 
ment covers the training the doctor from premedical 
ctive residency and the various specialties. The 
and instructive. His broad and general treat- 
ment medical ethics prudently avoids many contro- 
and questions which would only misinterpreted 
the young reader. This worthwhile career book 
would fine addition the high school library. 


Beril 
Captain Edward Beach; Around the 
World Under Water 
Illustrated Richard Mladock. Lippincott. Aug. 23, 1961. 
192p. $2.95. 
February 16, 1960, the atomic submarine Triton 
moved out New London for its round-the-world 
undersea voyage which was known Project Magellan. 
Beril Becker has given young readers intensely 
interesting account the voyage with its historical 
background, including short biography the skipper, 
Edward Beach. The author begins with descrip- 
tion Project Magellan. For historical background 
the training and experience Beach with submarines 
related and then the trials and triumphs Admiral 
ickover are described the development the 
atomic submarine. The many details fitting out the 
Triton for its famous voyage are related interesting 
and the book moves along smoothly the 
Voyage progresses. One flash-back the Triton moves 
through the Pacific recounts the World War experi- 
Beach and will certainly appeal adventure- 
minded young people. The illustrations are fair, though 
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seems that photographs would have made the work 
more appealing. also seems that the list the 
Triton’s personnel and index could have been given 
the end the book. The book should added 
the collection all libraries not only for its historical 
value, but also for its exciting account man’sfurther 
conquest and scientific experimentation the under- 
sea world. 


Betz, Eva The Web Begun 


Bruce. Oct. 13,1961. 148p. $2.95. 

Ellen Morris, daughter wealthy New York shoe 
manufacturer, caught the excitement surrounding 
the first enlistments for the Union Army, and all 
her friends the Boston farewell parties she finds 
herself love with John Camerlota, Italian-Ameri- 
can. John succeeds obtaining permission write 
Ellen leaves for the South, but due his many 
activities and his eventual capture after the disaster 
Bull Run fails send any letters. After John’s 
return exchange prisoners takes work 
recruiter New York and manages solve 
mystery connected with some supplies that reached the 
South through the work happy ending 
finds John with permission marry Ellen. 


Bixby, William Havoc 


Longmans. Oct. 11,1961. 180p. $3.25. 
Hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, snow avalanches, vol- 
canoes, earthquakes, and tidal waves are forever chal- 
lenging man’s basic instinct survive. Taking the 
reader the sceneof some the earth’s most devastat- 
ing calamities, the author treats detail each the 
above natural disasters describing particular inci- 
dent known modern man. Also included each 
section are scientific explanations the phenomena, 
summaries other related catastrophies historical 
import, and information the best methods sur- 
vival from the respective disasters. Newspaper accounts 
are frequently quoted method presentation. 
otherplaces, living eye-witnesses recall the tragic ex- 
periences that are vivdly impressed their memory. 
The last chapter presents the vast scope modern 
earth sciences that afford the youth today many 
opportunities meet the challenge the future. 

Brother Harold, 

Xaverian College, 

Silver Spring, Maryland 


Clayton, Barbara Tomboy 


Funk Wagnalls. Sept. $2.95. 


Gabrielle Lucette was the only non-musical member 
her family. When came sports, however, Gabby 
easily outdid her twin brother Adrian any other boy 
the neighborhood. Although junior high school, 
she was much less serious and reliable than her younger 
sister Suzanne. When Adrian, her twin and con- 
fidante, decides away music school, Gabby 
suddenly realizes that now she will have fight her 
battles alone, she had better give her tomboyish 
ways and settle down serious business. And, with 
Maggie McCann’s help she does, and learns not only 
cope with her problems herself, but even solve 
her difficulties alone. Teen-age boys and girls will 
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learn much from Gabby’s mistakes. They will follow 
her every move, sympathize heartily with her, then 
the end, rejoice and exult not with the tomboy Gabby, 
but with Gabrielle, the proper young lady. 


William (Editor) 

Poems for Seasons and Celebrations 
Illustrated Johannes Troyer. World. Oct. 1961. 
191p. $3.95. 
The latest collection poems for young people 
edited the well-known anthologist, William Cole, 
assembly one hundred and forty-one pieces 
selected and arranged according suitability the 
four seasons the year and twenty-two civil holidays 
and times celebration, beginning with New 
Day and concluding with Christmas. The poets repre- 
sent, for the most part, the three past centuries, with 
the nineteenth and twentieth carrying off the lion’s 
share. All types poems from serious trivial grace 
the pages, and great romantics the last century stand 
cheek-to-jowl with the most avant-garde the present. 
The table contents arranged holiday, and there 
author and title index—no index first lines. 
added attraction the collection drawings 
Johannes Troyer. One can think many uses for 
this volume the English teacher who wrestling 
with the problem how make pupils more receptive 
poetry. Easter and Christmas are commemorated 
with poems both mundane and reverent, but one does 
have deplore the omission some the great 
poetry for the holy days both the Jewish and Christ- 
ian traditions. 


DeLeeuw, Adele 
Indonesian Legends and Folk Tales 
Nelson. Oct. 16,1961. $2.95. 


The storyteller and his tales plays important role 
the understanding peoples and nations. Miss 
Leeuw’s fine collection tales from Indonesia certainly 
opens the door for further understanding the people 
that region. The tales range from the story the 
clever squirrel why the crocodile hates man. Per- 
haps the reader will imagine that recognizes some 
the tales, but that because themes dealing with hu- 
man nature have some constancy. The glossary the 
back the book will found necessary for the young 
reader. 


Desmond, Alice Curtis 
George Washington’s Mother 
Dodd. Sept. 25,1961. 235p. $3.50. 


Even the most naive high school students will find 
difficult swallow this fictionalized story Mary 
Ball Washington. Conversational dialogue stilted 
and often repetitious; characters move about the pages 
like automatons; scenes are insipidly drawn. most 
difficult picture “Ma” Washington puffing away 
her pipe George tells her off blames her for poor 
management her farm. While our first President 
may have had numerous faults, the treatment 
afforded his mother shabby, say the least. and not 
redeemed trite observations that “he admired 
her—a self-denying, diligent, frugal woman, who took 
pride living simply and independently.” 144) 


SELLER 


While keeping with many the facts 
the life and times Washington, this book has 
offer the way entertainment and information 
not recommended for purchase any library. 


DuJardin, Rosamond One the Crowd 
Lippincott. Oct. 15,1961. 192p. $2.95. 

This story falls the smooth-clique-versus-the-sincere 
student tradition, with the added interest supplied 
the serious exchange student. her best friend 
leaves for another town, Midge Heydon finds 
lonely until she “adopted” Sandra Towers, leader 
the “smoothies.” soon becomes obvious that 
Sandra simply using Midge get her homework 
ished. The reader has wait impatiently for Midg 
see the light with the help the-boy-next-door, 
and the exchange student, Hans. Even with the rather 
trite plot some girls might find the book interesting 
Midge learns the hard way and sheds herself the 
smooth crowd, handsome dates, etc., and eventually 
joins the intellectuals and hard workers. 


Center (Intercom. 

Careers World Affairs: Home and Abroad 
Doubleday. Nov. $1.75 (paper). 


This short book important contribution 
literature. The work contains timely information 
the Peace Corps and the need for informed Americans 
represent our country abroad. The first part the 
book consists essays dealing with the problems gen- 
eral and concludes with excerpt from President 
Kennedy’s State Union Address this year. The 
second half the book contains practical information 
about opportunities, publications, education 
ground for foreign service careers, While information 
about Catholic missionary services overseas 
ily brief, additional sources are mentioned for further 
reading. 


*Gerin, Winifred The Young Fanny Burney 
Nelson. Oct. 16,1961. 132p. $3.50. 


Miss Gerin here offers the story the life Fanny 
Burney, the young author Evelina, the novel which 
charmed the London the 1770’s and mystified 
the anonymity the author. 18th century England 
—and indeed through the time “George Eliot” and 
the Bronté sisters—ladies simply did not write 
sionally. Fanny, the daughter Dr. Charles Burney, 
noted musician and the delight the social set because 
the soirées held his home, was consumed with 
passion for writing; but, fearing disgrace her 
loved father, aided her brothers and sisters, she suc 
ceeded having Evelina, written secretly, published 
London without disclosing its author. The society 
Sir Joshua Reynolds, Dr. Sam Johnson, Sheridan, 
Burke and Mrs. Thrale, was captivated immediately 
the novel, but they learned only later the identity 
its author. Fanny Burney, far from disgracing het 
father, brought him enormous satisfaction and pride 
his daughter, whose fame became assured. Miss Gerin’s 
book, containing much authentic eighteenth century 
stylized dialogue, will appeal only the more mature 
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type high school student. Familiar names like John- 
son, Boswell and Sheridan come life this narra- 
tive, based the actual diaries Fanny 


Burney. 


Gibson, Harry Clark The Blue and Gold Man 
Duell, Sloan and Pearce. Nov. 144p. $3.00. 
Chris Talbot wanted the University Califor- 
nia, but his father was set sending him his own 
mater,” small private institution, After much 
pleading the part Chris, and number heated 
arguments with his father, finally decided that 
may Cal.; but after his freshman year must 
assume financial responsibility for his own education. 
Immediately arriving Cal., invited the 
coach the crew team try out for coxswain the 
freshman makes the team, but finds him- 
self “hot water” when breaks training 
night club. The coach dismisses him from the team 
soon learns it, but Chris’ friends immediately 
work the coach have him reinstated. Thanks 
the efforts man that had met the night 
club, old friend the coach, finally given an- 
other chance. also receives letter from his father 
indicating that has changed his mind about Cal., 
and Chris will not have pay his own way. the 
whole, this book fails hold the attention the 
reader because its lack action. The plot seems 
thin and poorly developed. 

Brother Aurelius, C.F.X., 

Xaverian College, 

Silver Spring, Maryland 


Hall-Quest, Olga With Stanley Africa 
Dutton. Sept. 156p. $3.25. 


“Under the mango tree 
Which stood here 
Henry Stanley met 
David Livingstone 
November, 1871.” 
This concise memorial inscribed simple stone 
Ujiji, Tanganyika, Africa’s heart, calls mind the 
now-famous “Dr, Livingstone, presume?” episode. 
This event tied together two history’s more famous 
expeditions, Stanley’s search for Dr. Livingstone and 
continuation the doctor’s explorations. Given 
the fantastic assignment finding the great missionary- 
explorer his newspaper editor, the adventurous 
young reporter prepared expedition. Inexperienced 
was and with practically guide all for the 
vast uncharted area around Lake Tanganyika, where 
Livingstone was rumored be, set out 
journey that took eight months unbelieveable hard- 
ships: sickness, torrential downpours, desertions, threats 
robber chiefs and bandits. Arriving Ujiji under 
circumstances, greeted the doctor under 
the mango tree, nursed him back health and became 
his devoted friend. But each had his own way— 
Stanley report his “scopp,” Livingstone continue 
his explorations. When Livingstone died soon after, 
Stanley decided continue where had left off, This 
second journey was even more fantastic than the first, 
for addition the physical and human opposition 
Previously encountered, now was faced with con- 
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stant harassment hostile savages, cataracts and 
whirlpools, and debilitating hunger. 
For the 11-14 age group this engrossing adventure 
with all the danger and excitement that only Afri- 
can safari background can provide. 


Hume, Ruth Fox Great Men Medicine 
Illustrated Robert Frankenberg. Random House. Sept. 
18, 1961. $1.95. 


Vesalius, Pare, Jenner, Laennec, Morton, Pasteur, 
Lister, Koch, Banting, and Fleming are the ten “Great 
Men Medicine” whose work and achievements are 
brought the fore Ruth Fox Hume. This new ver- 
sion old title, first published 1947, special 
World Landmark series preparation. Frankenberg’s 
illustrations are most appropriate and expressive; the 
text, accurate and factual, yet interesting and fascinat- 
ing. The latter has been achieved the generous use 
dialogue, real and imaginary. excellent Bibliog- 
raphy includes least one other authoritative work 
each the great men mentioned. The author her- 
self tells us, however, that the books listed are only 
few the works consulted the preparation. The In- 
dex will make the book useful for reference work. 


Hunt, Lawrence Mystery Rainbow Valley 
Funk Wagnalls. $2.95. 

it’s mystery the boys are looking for, offer them 
Mystery Rainbow Valley. Clint Galant had quar- 
reled with his foster father Conley, and went off 
Jane Western saw what trouble her uncle Conley 
was getting into some time later, she sent Clint 
asking him come back immediately. Clint 
did, but could see nothing wrong first. Before long, 
however, there was nothing much right. King Timber, 
large rival outfit but recently moved into the beauti- 
ful Rainbow Valley, seems responsible for series 
mysterious fires Conley’s land. But, he? The 
plot thickens, the action quickens, until the reader be- 
gins wonder about the possibility some Clint’s 
feats. Adventure and thriller seekers, however, will 


the sneak attempts Clint’s life; Black Jack 


Hobbs, the King Timber foreman; the lookout Benny 
Benson and his allusion flying saucers; and, last but 
not least, Clint’s sentinel watch Quartz Ridge, his 
almost unbelievable escape and survival. 

Sister Emma, Librarian, 

Andrean High School, 

Gary, Indiana 


James Ralph 
Anyone Can Live Off the Land 
Longmans, Green. $2.95. 


“Water From Dry Land” (chapter describes the 
various methods obtaining water when there are 
obvious sources hand. Many these were truly 
enlightening. Everyone knows that lost 
stranded the desert, can obtain water from cactus 
plants, but how many know that water can obtained 
from grape vine from various types trees that 
are fairly common? There are also other plants that 
can source water. This chapter just one 


352 


the many interesting ones this book. The last chap- 
ter aptly titled, “Where the Wilderness?” This 
book one that should interest all who enjoy out-door 
life. outstanding feature this book, and one 
which few books its type have, that well writ- 
ten and easy read. For those who are interested 
such things, veritable treasure. 
Brother Aurelius, C.F.X. 


Johnston, Johanna 

homas Jefferson, His Many Talents 
Illustrated Richard Bergere. Dodd. Sept. 25, 1961. 
160p. $3.50. 
This attractive work will serve excellent introduc- 
tion the talented historical figure who remembered 
most American history statesman and politician. 
Most young Americans are not acquainted with this 
man whose interests almost turned the new White 
House into Naturalist’s paradise, Miss Johnston 
traces some his many interests through the long 
career public life, with the most emphasis 
ability architect and inventor. result his 
reading and studies Jefferson was able design and 
build such edifices Monticello and the University 
Virginia. And his was inquiring mind that turned 
details and through inventiveness was able create 
many innovations the things designed. studied 
the world about him closely, and did his best im- 
prove the conditions farming through new inventions 
and applications information gathered through his 
reading. Written for the younger students this book 
makes pleasant addition the high school library. 
The illustrations Richard Bergers are particularly 
clear and detailed. 


Kolars, Frank Prisoner Lost Island 
Bruce. Oct. 16,1961. 154p. $2.95. 

When Ohio boy discovers that his father, supposed 
dead for two years, possibly alive and some sort 
trouble, there lot excitement the air. com- 
pany with his uncle, missionary priest and one-time 
Federal detective, sets out find and rescue his 
father lost somewhere the great lumber forests 
Chile. The trail leads New York and thence 
Chile, where the two sleuths are joined extra- 
ordinary monk and his extraordinary pet, oversize 
rodent. After kidnapping and several other mysteri- 
ous goings on, the trio know that they are against 
none other than the Communist party, and the young 
Ohio boy suddenly realizes that part world- 
wide plan. The happenings which seemed strange 
back Ohio now fit into the plan; Ben’s father be- 
ing used the Communists that they may take 
over the rich Chilean lumber lands. After series 
evasive maneuvers, the three adventurers arrive the 
scene the prison, drive off the guards and free the 
prisoner. general, good story, but purely for 
the sake the story. Give some the younger 
ones, and let the older get into some literature. 


McElfresh, Adeline Each Her Dream 
Bobbs-Merrill. Sept. 22, 1961. $3.50. 


Dr. Samuel Tarrant and his seventeen-year-old daugh- 
ter, Sarah-Eleanor, leave their home Indiana join 


| 


Best 


wagon train for the newly opened territory the men 
the 1840s. For several years Sarah-Eleanor has 
trying enter some medical school, but all the well 
turned her down because she was woman. The been deve 
ent story recounts her adventure-filled trip the the brief 
giving vivid descriptions her work “Doctor” tof the book. 
the wagon-train. the beginning she helps her father, 
but after her father killed mishap when crossing 
river she her own and proves her ability 
number occasions. Some the medical terminology 
will send the young reader dictionary, and time 
the writing very obscure due awkward sentence Sept. 25, 
structure. The realistic narrative and characterization, 
plus some romantic interest, will hold the attention 
junior high students. 
MacGregor-Morris, Pamela (Editor) Ovington, 
Illustrated Susan Pares. Hill Wang. Sept. 20, Ellman, 
223p. $3.50. Smith, 
This book definitely not for the American Wallace, 
Most the stories are located Britain and Gil 
couched terms that are unintelligible for the These att 
can youth, and general lack excitement that come add 
ally sought such anthology. The opening will 
Will James the exception rather than the rule int 
choice story. The editor has given some fine 
tions from Dickens, Sewell and Blackmore; but the 
selections are hardly worth the price the expensive 
book and most librarians would think twice before 
ing such purchase. 
Martin, Michael Reheta and Charles Crowe 
Picture History the Modern World 
Illustrated Carl Pfeuffer. Little. Sept. 19, 1961. 
$5.95. school 
This volume ambitious attempt condense the 
social, economic, cultural and political history the 
world into single many ways the authors 
succeed admirably, but most they fall far short. 
turally attempting synthesize much material 
there has considerable condensation with panor 
ing choppiness about the narrative. The line drawings 
which make the Picture portion are interesting and 


well done. The type rather small and close together, 
creating certain difficulty for the younger reader. The 
vocabulary designed for someone who already 
familiar with the events mentioned, e.g., “The 
sion 1929 and prohibitive Western tariff barriers 
destroyed many Japanese markets, particularly the 
United States.” this work not suitable for 
the average high school student. 

Joseph Bloh, M.A., 

St. Joseph’s Preparatory School 
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Murray, Don with 
Man Against Earth; The Story Tunnels 

and Tunnel Builders and the 

Lippincott. 172p. $3.95. nored 
This the story all kinds tunnels, from ancient the 
times the present: tunnels through mountains, 
der great rivers, and for fast subway trains, Mention 
made tunnels built time war for attacking 


escaping from the enemy. also the story 
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men who did this work. The reader learns the 
difficulties involved building tunnels 
something the modern technology that has 
been developed. The illustrations Lili Rethi and 
the brief bibliography add the interest and value 


the book. 
Rev. Francis Carmody, 
St. Joseph’s Preparatory School 


Nelson, Thomas Sons 
The Young Sportsman’s Library 
Sept. 25, 1961. $2.50 each. 


DeFonatine, H., Guide Sailing 

Ovington, Ray., Guide Salt Water Fishing 
Jacobs, Helen, Guide Tennis 

Wall, Sheila, Guide Horseback Riding 
Ovington, Ray., Guide Fresh Water Fishing 
Pearsall, William, Guide Water Skiing 
Ellman, Joan and Van, Guide Skin Diving 
Smith, Don., Guide Golf 

Wallace, Bill, Guide Skiing 

Paust, Gil., Guide Hunting 


These attractive and inexpensive guides will wel- 
come addition the high school library. Individual 
titles will serve excellent introductions the young 
reader interested particular sport. addition 
instructions most the volumes give general survey 
the sport under consideration and hints for the pur- 
chase equipment. The treatment golf and tennis 
follows the normal routine such books, and Helen 
Jacobs’ work seems about the best the series. 
With skin diving and water skiing such new sports the 
authors give short outlines their history. The illus- 
trations and authoritative presentations these easy-to- 
read volumes bring them within the range most high 
school students, though spots line-drawings would 
seem preferable the photographs. 


Jane Soames 
Short History North Africa 
Devin-Adair. Sept. 22,1961. 245p. $4.50. 


panoramic fashion such figures Hannibal, Scipio 
Africamus, St. Augustine, Genseric, Mohammed, St. 
Vincent Paul, Abd Kader, Father Charles 
Foucald, Charles Gaulle and Habib Bourguiba ap- 
pear upon the stage. The effects which they and many 
others have had the history the region are woven 
into narrative which flows smoothly from beginning 
end, 
The descriptions the topography and cultures the 
area provide the reader with understanding the 
many problems which face the inhabitants. Mere sur- 
vival, for many, has been monumental achievement. 
eir contacts with the European world and the effects 
these contacts upon North Africa provide the world 
with one its major contemporary problems, Yet sur- 
enough between the fall the Roman Empire 
and the early 19th century the region was largely ig- 
nored Europe. Using the pretext insult given 
the French Consul the Dey Algiers, the 
famous “Flyswatter Incident,” Charles sent expe- 
dition 37,000 men Algeria. Before the conquest 
had advanced very far Charles was forced abdicate 
and was succeeded Louis Philippe, but this time 
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France was committed Colonial adventure which 
today provides her with her major trouble spot. 
1841, eleven years after the initial expedition, France 
had army 108,000 men Algeria combat na- 
tive resistance and was not until 1847 that the main 
resistance collapsed. From Algeria French influence 
penetrated Tunisia and Morocco and south the re- 
gions the Sahara desert. 1911 Italy joined the 
race for colonies and conquered Libya. However, 
World War was upon her before she could penetrate 
far from the coastal area. Consequently full resistance 
was not crushed until 1932 but Italy, new colonial 
administration, was never able advance far beyond 
Duce’s grandiose dreams. 1945 Libya was erected 
independent state. 

While the history the region given brief none 
the less complete. Certainly the highpoints are given 
clear manner. The contributions the area 
brought France, Italy and Spain have not been mini- 
mized, but neither has the selfishness and shortsighted- 
ness the Europeans who have settled the area and 
course taken the best lands. The restriction edu- 
cation and franchise are cited major areas discon- 
tent and the attempts maintain nineteenth century 
colonial policy face rising Moslem nationalism 
seems doomed failure. further complicate mat- 
ters large deposits oil have been discovered the 
Sahara regions. understanding history vital 
appreciate the problems today and nowhere this 
more important than North Africa. Miss Nicker- 
son’s book will long way toward providing that 
understanding and certainly would worthwhile ad- 
dition any high school library. 

Joseph Bloh, M.A. 


Reinfeld, Fred Chess for Young People 
Holt. Sept. 11,1961. 111p. $3.50. 

Fred Reinfeld’s name well known the world 
chess. the author many books about chess, 
and the present work his latest effort explain the 
game others. The work purports serve 
introduction young people, and with the current 
interest chess certain well received. The 
names and moves the chessmen are explained 
detail and the book profusely illustrated, Each 
three chapters are devoted the opening, the middle 
game and the end game. The construction and work- 
ing out problems treated and explained, and the 
final chapter set problems are presented and the 
solutions are given the end the book. The work 
worthwhile addition the literature chess, and 
young students will appreciate the simplified explana- 
tions and the clarity the work. 


Rich, Josephine 
The Doctor Who Saved Babies: Ignaz 
Semmelweis 
Messner. Sept. 21,1961. 192p. $2.95. 
The style this inspiring biography, replete with dia- 
logue and picturesque scenes, will hold the attention 
the young reader. The reviewer’s only objection the 
somewhat too vivid descriptions the maternity wards, 
certainly little strong for the normal adolescent. From 
the moment that Ignaz Semmelweis enrolled the 
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Vienna School Medicine his life was continual 
struggle remedy the situation the high mortality 
rate that prevailed the maternity wards hospitals. 
was only when his friend, Dr. Jakob Kalletschka, 
died that Ignaz made the horrible discovery that the 
doctors were infecting the patients with their germ- 
ridden hands, through the general lack cleanliness 
the wards. The discovery was only half the struggle. 
Opposition his Lehre eventually forced Semmelweis 
leave Vienna and return his native Hungary, and 
even there met with However, many 
came accept his cleanliness theory and was even 
adopted other parts hospitals, especially sur- 
gery. The continued opposition finally began tell 
his temperament and brought about least one 
breakdown his health, and through his own careless- 
ness while instructing class cut his hand and died 
result the infection. 

Elizabeth Raphael 
Lippincott. Aug. 73p. $3.00. 
This brief biography Raphael the tenth the 
series written Elizabeth Ripley. with the other 
works, the artist’s life related through running com- 
mentary his works. And once again Mrs. Ripley 
succeeds giving the reader pleasant introduction 
the life great painter. The author does not fail 
enumerate the many influences that went into the de- 
velopment Raphael’s style. hoped that intro- 
ductions such this book will serve send students 
other books and museums. While school libraries 
will anxious add this their collections should 
noted that the book suffers from the same defect 
its predecessors, that the illustrations are black and 
white. 


Frontier Living 


*Tunis, Edward 
World. 166p. $5.95. 
Frontier Living large volume, illustrated the 
author, most the aspects the rugged existence 
our American pioneers. There are over 200 sketches 
and maps spaced that they appear every page. 
The book arranged geographically and chronologic- 
ally, beginning with the Jamestown foundation and the 
early 18th century. take one representative section, 
the Piedmont, the chapter contains historical and 
geopraphical introduction, well-written paragraphs 
the flintlock rifle, people the woods, the log cabin, 
household articles, clothes, hunting, Indians, forts, 
medicine and witchcraft, justice, childhood and sports, 
and finally, pack trains. These are accompanied ex- 
cellent drawings illustrating the text and showing 
graphically how the pioneers lived, worked, worshipped 
and recreated. Other chapters contain material 
Revolutionary days, travelling, the old Northwest, fur- 
trapping, the gold rush period, cattle raising, agricul- 
ture, and many other topics. The book excellently 
done, written for ten-year-olds and up. 

Vance, Marguerite 

Dark Eminence; Catherine Medici and 

Her Children 
Dutton. Sept. 29,1961. 159p. $3.25. 


This fictionalized biography one the more un- 
savoury characters from the pages history. times 


Best 


the author seems too sympathetic the Willi 
ruler who was truly representative the 
principles her times. Catherine only served 
Church when she felt would further her own 
which were usually the material benefits her him 


dren. The sketchy treatment given the many 
could hardly justice the historical truth. 
volume not recommended. 

Dodd, Mead. Oct. 16,1961. 175p. $3.00. 


Many sports books for young people annually cross 
viewers’ desks, but the more popular 
basketball categories predominate far. Rarely gard 
deed does book about high school fencing appear 
The story concerns Phil Wesley, high school 
deeply concerned about securing college 
His grades have been generally very good, but 

his father’s death has been working after school and 
consequently has been unable participate extra! 
curricular activities. When the coach approaches 
with proposition about organizing fencing team, 
somewhat One boy the 
knows anything about fencing—Bart McEwen, Ben 


learned camp the previous summer. One other 


cruit picked up, and, dint hard work and 
practice, respectable team takes the boards 
scholastic competition. Finally, just before the mill unt 
match with arch-rivals Academy Hill, Tooter, the Americ 
man the team, disqualified because low 
The day saved however, the rather surprising befri 
events. Academy Hill defeated, and Phil gets the 
scholarship, but unexpected way. Miss 
knows her fencing and writes fairly interesting 
novel. More especially, though, she seems have 
upon the knack demonstrating through her 
ters the meaning high school athletics without 

fit sermons the subject. One must say, 

that her dialogue rather artificial. Guard was 

recipient the Boys’ Life-Dodd Mead Writing Award 


Wells, Robert Navigation the Jet 
Jack Coggins. Dodd. Oct. 16, 1961. 


This book would interest the mature 
reader who wishes learn something navigation 
done today together with the newer 
that are now being developed. One does not learn 
this brief book the art navigation, but the reader 
see how the trained navigator today, using 
electronic devices well the stars, can pinpoint 
location the fast flying jet fighter the 


powered submarine. Because the great speed 
day’s aircraft one learns the need for accuracy 
realizes the advantage the Loran, VOR 
systems which work equally well whether the weathe 


developed Doppler system navigation which 
ures the speed aircraft electronically. The reade 
can only wonder about the marvelous possibilities 
the future when learns that computer piloted 
navigated plane unaided from California 
applied science such this that will enable 
reach his goal space. 
Francis Carmody, 


15, 1961 


Williams, Beryl and Samuel Epstein 


Plant Explorer: David Fairchild 


the story man whose curiosity about plants 
her him all over the world. With magnifying glass and 
began study that captivated and en- 
him until died his eighties. David Fair- 
helped United States farmers countless ways, 
land under his direction the Government’s Section 
Seed and Plant Introduction brought thousands 
different species plants into this country. was 
bringing this country the flowering 
cross trees from Japan that are now beautiful 
Washington, The great tropical botani- 
arely garden Florida the fulfillment one his 
After reading this brief biography one will 
read some Fairchild’s own delightful 
about his travels and plant 


Francis Carmody, S.J. 
Oct. 16,1961. 211p. $3.00. 
c 
Ben Brown begins the story his life seven-year- 


other England the 1780’s. was the orphaned son 
and one the very poor, apprenticed London and 
the until the opportunity came for him escape 
the America, where was again supposed take 
jwork mill. However, ran away New York, 
sing befriended young Frenchman, obtained work 
gets the printer journal and found 
enmeshed the political life his adopted 
during the troubled Federalist period before 
have efferson’s election. Under the patronage Aaron 


Ben found the opportunity attending Colum- 


the 


pation 
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bia College, where became friendly with Alexander 
Hamilton’s son Philip. Eventually joined Burr’s 
“Glorious Conspiracy” obtain voting rights for the 
working man and was instrumental making pos- 
sible for New York’s votes Jefferson. The tale 
ends with Ben still young, working now for Horace 
Greeley. Many so-called “historical” novels use history 
only background for their fictional characters; not 
with The Glorious Conspiracy. The book breathes 
the atmosphere the mills Manchester and the 
Federalist Period these shores. makes history live 
again for the high school freshman sophomore. 


Wohlrabe, Raymond and Werner Krusch 

The Land and the People Denmark 
Lippincott. 128p. $2.95. 
This latest addition Portraits the Nations Series 
presents interesting profile Denmark. After trac- 
ing the general history the small country the authors 
mix travel, history and geography give vivid por- 
trait Denmark today. Art, music, science and 
literature are all treated, and naturally there 
chapter Hans Christian Andersen. This worth- 
while addition any library. 


Esmond 

Fabric Freedom: 1763-1800 
Hill Wang. Sept. 21, 1961. 298p. $4.50. (Making 
America Series) 
The tumultuous years which saw the conception and 
birth our nation have been studied many major 
historians. Few their works, however, provide the 
interesting introduction that this, the third volume 
the Making America Series, does. 


Jet Gift Idea 
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advantage our SPECIAL GIFT SUBSCRIPTION OFFER, (good 


only direct order addressed before January 1962) 
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Wright’s study carries the story the American Rev- 
olution its logical conclusion the Federalist Era. 
Synthesizing the studies many other scholars who 
have gone ahead presents admirable outline 
the entire revolutionary generation. His style keeps the 
events moving and his analysis the events preceding 
the revolution weakens many the concepts popular- 
ized the Whig Historians. this work George III 
emerges not ruthless tyrant but rather medi- 
ocre leader who shares responsibility for his rebellious 
colonies with his parliments. Indeed, Mr. Wright dem- 
onstrates clearly that late June 1776 the Ameri- 
cans thought Parliament their oppressor. 


Similarly the thirteen colonies emerge not united 
people with singleness purpose but rather badly 
disunited group. “If there were not thirteen revolu- 
tions there were certainly least two distinct societies 
America 1776. They were times war not 
only with Britain but with each other and keep them 
gear was major political achievement.” This 
achievement describes well, leaving the military 
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Best 


events others concentrates the social 
political effects the war. 
The inclusion the period under the Articles 
federation with the subsequent development the 
stitution discussed enough detail satisfy 
casual reader and yet contains many challenges for the 
serious student The development the 
Federalist party and the administrations Washington 
and Adams are described with regard their effect 
the future nation. Detailed descriptions 
events are omitted favor broad interpretation 
the scene itself. The seeds dissolution the 
alist Party are planted and the roles played John 
Adams and Alexander Hamilton are re-evaluated, 
The Bibliographical essay excellent and the 
challenging comments will stir the interested student 
further study. This book will prove welcome addi 
tion the high school library and will provide 
citing introduction the era for the high school stu 


dent. 
Joseph Bloh, M.A. 
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